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American prisons are full of wrongfully convicted
persons. Many were coerced into admitting to crimes
they did not commit by prosecutors' threats to pile on
more charges. Others were convicted by false testimony
from criminals bribed by prosecutors, who exchanged
dropped charges or reduced sentences in exchange for
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false testimony against defendants. Click Here

Philosc

Not all the wrongfully convicted are poor. Some are Neuman

wealthy and prominent people targeted by corrupt Rebuttal o
prosecutors seeking a celebrity case in order to boost

their careers. WHA

Grand T

Until it happens to them or to a member of their family, Tales

Americans are clueless to the corruption in the criminal Profiteerir

justice (sic) system.
Most prosecutors are focused on their conviction rates, by Jef
and judges are focused on clearing their court dockets.
Defendants are processed accordingly, not in terms of
guilt or innocence.

"Law and order conservatives" wrongly believe that the
justice (sic) system is run by liberal judges who turn the
criminals loose. In actual fact, the system is so loaded
against a defendant that very few people, including the
totally innocent, dare to risk a trial.

Almost all (95-97%) felony indictments are settled by a
coerced plea. By withholding exculpatory evidence,
suborning perjury, fabricating evidence, and lying to
jurors, prosecutors have made the risks of a trial too
great even for the innocent. Consequently, the
prosecutors' cases and police evidence are almost never
tested in court. Defendants are simply intimidated into
self-incrimination rather than risk the terrors of trial.

o

According to Yale University law professor John
Langbein, "The parallels between the modern American
plea bargaining system and the ancient system of
judicial torture are many and chilling." Just as the
person on the rack admitted to guilt in order to stop the
pain, the present day defendant succumbs to
psychological torture and cops a plea, whether he is
innocent or guilty, in order to avoid ever more charges.

Michael Tonry, director of Cambridge University's
Institute of Criminology, reports that the US has the
highest percentage of its population in prison than any
country on earth, including dictatorships, tyrannies, and
China. The US incarceration rate is up to 12 times higher
than that of European countries.

Unless you believe Americans are 12 times more
criminally inclined than Europeans, why is one of every
80 Americans (not counting children and the elderly)
locked away from family, friends, career, and life? Part
of the answer is the private prison industry, which
requires inmates to fuel the profits of investors. Another
part of the answer is career-driven prosecutors who
want convictions at all costs. Yet another is the failure of
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judges to rein-in prosecutorial abuses. Another part of The Cou
the answer is the hostility of Americans to defendants '
and indifference to their innocence or guilt.

The US invasion of Iraq has brought the breakdown in
American moral fiber to the fore. The horrific tortures
and abuses at Abu Ghraib prison, the public justifications
of torture by the president and vice president of the
United States, and the CIA kidnappings and torture of
detainees in secret prisons put the American "liberators"
in the same camp as Saddam Hussein. It is ironic that
mistreatment of Iraqis is one of the justifications that
Bush uses for overthrowing Saddam.

In his book, "Constitutional Chaos: What Happens When
the Government Breaks Its Own Laws," Judge Andrew P.

Napolitano reports on cases of torture, psychological A::t";
abuse and frame-ups that he discovered as presiding Click her

judge.

I have reported a number of wrongful convictions.
Anytime a new offense is created, the word goes out to
"produce convictions." Over a decade ago William R.
Strong, Jr., was made a victim of Virginia's new wife
rape law. Strong discovered his wife in an affair with her
boyfriend and was about to serve her with divorce
papers. She found out and struck first, accusing him of
rape. Mr. Strong has been trying to get a DNA test for
many years, confident that the semen in the perk test is
that of the lover of his unfaithful wife, but Virginia's
criminal justice (sic) system is unresponsive.

Another innocent victim of Virginia justice (sic) is Chris
Gaynor. Gaynor took his skateboard team to a
competition. When one of the kids tried to buy drugs,
Gaynor threatened to tell his parents. To preempt
Gaynor, the kid accused him of sexual abuse. There was Been B
no evidence against Gaynor, and the entire team knew i Looked |
the real story. The Pol
However, Gaynor was framed by a corrupt prosecutor, by Je
reportedly a man-hating lesbian, with the connivance of

a corrupt judge, who intimidated Gaynor's young

witnesses by jailing one of them without cause. Gaynor's

innocence was of less importance to the criminal justice

(sic) system than a desire to increase convictions for

child sex abuse.

In America, defendants are no longer innocent until they
are proven guilty. They are guilty the minute they are
charged, and the system works to process the guilty, not
to determine innocence or guilt.

Americans in their ignorance and gullibility think that
only the guilty would enter a guilty plea. This is the
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Paul Craig Roberts has held a number of academic
appointments and has contributed to numerous scholarly
publications. He served as Assistant Secretary of the
Treasury in the Reagan administration. His graduate
economics education was at the University of Virginia,
the University of California at Berkeley, and Oxford
University. He is coauthor of The Tyranny of Good
Intentions. He can be reached at:
paulcraigroberts@yahoo.com
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November 23, 2005

Ramzy Baroud
The Great Gaza
Border Deal: What
Does It Mean?

Mike Whitney
Bush, Padilla and
Thomas More

Stan Cox

Red, White and Blue
Dawn: What a Bad
Hollywood Film Can
Teach Americans
About Life Under

Occupation

Linda S. Heard
Targeting Al Jazeera

November 22, 2005

Kevin Gray / Mike
Hersh

Maxine Waters, the
Real Leader of the
Anti-War Caucus

Ralph Nader
What Do Dems Stand
For?

Michael Donnelly
The "Vetting" of
Bernard Kerik

Mike Ferner
The CIA's "Torture
Taxi" in the Spotlight

Pierre Tristam
The Justice Deficit

Marshall Auerback
Bush's
"Compassionate
Conservativism":
Neither
Compassionate Nor
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Conservative

Website of the Day
I Don't Like Geldof

November 21, 2005

Mike Marqgusee
Clinton's Hypocrisies

on Iraq

Josh Frank

Democratic Hawks:
the Avian Flu of the
Antiwar Movement

Mike Whitney
Hugo Chavez vs. the
King of Vacations

Norman Solomon
Getting Out of Irag

Russ Baker
Woodward's
Weakness

Robert Jensen
A National Day of
Atonement

Paul Craig Roberts
Lies and Official
Secrets

November 19 / 20,
2005

Fred Gardner
The Raid on

MendoHealing

Rep. Cynthia
McKinney

The House GOP Has
Done a Heinous
Thing: Stop Playing
Politics; Get the
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Troops Out Now

Ron Jacobs

A Pathetic Congress:
If It Walks and Talks
Like a Withdrawal
Resolution, Why
Won't You Vote For
It?

David Vest

The Politics of
Surrender: It's as
American as Robert E.
Lee

J.L. Chestnut, Jr.
Condi Rice's Disdain
for the Civil Rights
Movement

John R. Bomar

Staying the Course on
"Freedom's Frontier":
a Vietnam Vet on Iraqg

John Ross

The Dragon Flies
High, But Not Over
Mexico

Phillip Cryan
Colombia: "Political
Kidnapping" and
Murder in Cauca

Dave Lindorff
RIP In These Times

Dick J. Reavis
The Future of the

Daily Press

Jeremy Scahill
Vegetarian Between
Meals: This War Can't
Be Stopped by a
Loyal Opposition

Dan Wright
Cleaning Up Alaska's

Scan Bay
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John Stanton
Scowcroft Talks
Turkey; Edmounds
Fights Fascism

St. Clair / Vest /
Walker

Playlist: What We're
Listening to This
Week

Phyllis Pollack
The Stones: Rarities

Dr. Susan Block
Our Night of Weimar
Love

Poets Basement
Albert, Engel, Ford,
Harley and Louise

November 18, 2005

Michael Neumann
The Palestinians and

the Party Line

Dave Lindorff
Murtha and the L
Word

Michael Donnelly
Black November 15

Mark Chmiel / Andrew
Wimmer
Uncrucify Them

Don Monkerud
A Decent Workplace

Tom Kerr
Grant Clemency to
Tookie Williams

Trish Schuh
Faking the Case

Against Syria
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November 17, 2005

John Walsh
A Fractured Anti-War
Movement

Rep. John Murtha
Irag Must Be Freed
from the US

Occupation

Brian J. Foley
We Are All In GITMO
Now

CounterPunch News
Service

Guardian Apologizes
to Chomsky;
Publishes Total
Retraction of Brockes'
Slurs

Dave Lindorff
In Post-Saddam Iraq,
There are No Civilians

Mark T. Harris
Coming Out in an Up-
and-Coming Sport

Cockburn / St. Clair
From Reporter to
Courtier: the Decline
of Bob Woodward

November 16, 2005

John F. Sugg

Al-Arian Speaks: In
His First Interview
Since the Trial Began,
Al-Arian Talks About
What the Jury Didn't
Hear

Noam Chomsky
Putting Out the
Englightenment
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Dave Lindorff
Shake and Bake:
Pentagon Admits
Using Phosphorous
Bombs on Fallujah

Evelyn Pringle
Laurie Mylroie's War

Sam Husseini
Trying to Look a
Female Suicide
Bomber in the Eye

Pierre Tristam
Toturers' Theater

Greg Bates
Waffling Alito Charms
DiFi

Farrah Hassen
Moustapha
AkkadDavid Lean of
the Middle East Killed
in Amman Blast

Bill Christison
Evidence Mounts That
Bush Wants New
Wars

Website of the Day
Violent Oscillations

November 15, 2005

Todd Chretien

My Evening in the No
Spin Zone; Or Why
Bill O'Reilly Hates San
Francisco

Leah Caldwell
Death of the Jailhouse
Press

Frederick Hudson
Rosa's Wreath: Miss
Parks and Robert
Williams
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Harry Browne
Bush-Linked Judge
Bows Out: Another
Mistrial in Irish
Ploughshares Case

Jason Leopold
Secret CIA
Testimony: Iraqg
Posed No Threat

Ingmar Lee

Logging Lackies vs.
Canada's Most
Endangered Species

Diana Barahona
Showdown on the
Silver Coast

Tom Andre
New Orleans, Two
Months Later

Website of the
Weekend

Ernest Crichlow:
1914-2005

November 14, 2005

Diana Johnstone
The Origins of the
Guardian's Attack on

Chomsky

Paul Craig Roberts
Power Over All:
Unlimited Detentions
and the End of
Habeas Corpus

Conn Hallinan
Provoking Syria:
Cambodia All Over
Again?

Joshua Frank
Off She Goes: Hillary
in Israel
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Christopher Reed
The Persistence of
Racism in Koizumi's

Japan

November 11 / 13,
2005

Alexander Cockburn
First the Lying, Then
the Pardons

Gwyneth Leech
Cross Connections: a
Painter Reimagines
the Passion of Christ
in the Wake of Abu
Ghraib

Elmas Mallo

Chillin' in the Blazin'
Texas Sun: Inside the
Texas Prison System

Michael Neumann
The Rebel King of
Bluegrass: Jimmy
Martin, an

Appreciation

Saul Landau

Leakgate: the
Screenplay

Sam Husseini

Bush and Zargawi
Bomb Because We Let
Them

Brian Cloughley
Sleaze, Deceit and
Torture

Ron Jacobs

Rep. McGovern's
Withdrawal
Resolution: a Step in
the Right Direction?

Lila Rajiva
Dover Bitch: the
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Curses of Pat
Robertson

Michael Donnelly
Hypocrisy Watch

Joe Allen

Murder in El
Salvador: Who Killed
Gilberto Soto?

Roland Sheppard
Lessons from the
Montgomery Bus

Boycott

Justin E.H. Smith
Another Monkey
Trial?

Ben Tripp
The Cost of War

St. Clair / Vest
Playlists: What We're
Listening to This
Week

Poets' Basement
Jones, Louise, Ford,
Smith, Albert and

Engel

Website of the
Weekend

Irag Vets and Against
the War Need Your

Help!

November 10, 2005

Peterside, Ogon,
Watts and Zalik
Delta Blues Again:
Ken Saro-Wiwa, 10
Years Gone

Pat Williams
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Will Alito Cost the
Republicans the
Senate?

Steve Higgs

Bush Crony Targets
Indiana's Forests:
400% Hike in Logging

Jimmy Massey
Is Ron Harris Telling
the Truth?

Lucson Pierre-Charles
Haiti: Insanity Takes
Over

Anthony Newkirk

Syria in the
Crosshairs

Lawrence R. Velvel
Why Did Libby Lie?

Website of the Day
Imperial Margarine

November 9, 2005

Gary Leupp

The Niger Deception /
Plame Affair: an
Incomplete
Chronology

Tariq Ali
Blair Defeated on
Terror Laws

Chris Floyd
The Philosopher's
Stone

Elaine Cassel

The Shocking Trial of
an American Citizen:
the Case of Ahmed
Abu Ali

Joshua Frank
Sen. Max Baucus's
NASCAR Pay Day
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Alison Weir

Memo to Jon Stewart:
Glad You're Against
Torture, So Why'd
You Give Israel a
Pass?

Diana Johnstone
Rage in the Banlieue

November 8, 2005

Paul Craig Roberts
Still No Jobs

Roger Burbach

Bush v. Chavez: the
Imperial President
Meets the Bolivarian
Democrat

Ron Jacobs

An Interview with
Behzad Yaghmaian on
the Paris Uprising

Ralph Nader

"The Worst Marketed
Disease on the
Planet"

Jim McGrath
Voter Beware: a
Cautionary Tale for

Election Day

David Bloom
McCain, Israel and
Torture: Setting the
Record Straight

Stan Goff

Jimmy Massey, Ron
Harris, and Ambush
Journalism
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