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The Denver Coroner has ruled that the July 9 death of an inmate at 

the new jail was the result of homicide. 

Marvin Booker was being processed on a charge of possession of 

drug paraphernalia when he got into a scuffle with jail deputies. He 

was shocked with a Taser device and held to the floor. 

Other inmates said Booker, 56, was then carried to the holding cell 

and dropped face first. He never recovered. 

The coroner's finding means simply that another human being caused Booker's death instead of natural 
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causes, suicide or an accident. It is not the coroner's role to determine who might have caused the death, 

or whether the homicide was justifiable. 

The coroner ruled Booker's death was caused by "cardiorespiratory arrest during physical restraint." The 

coroner said deputies had their body weight on Booker's back continuously for four minutes while he was 

face down and put him in a "sleeper hold" for more than two minutes while shocking him with a Taser for 8 

seconds. 

An investigation is ongoing into the actions of the jail deputies who scuffled with Booker. 

Five deputies were placed on paid leave last week, Denver Director of Corrections Gary Wilson said in a 

news conference this afternoon. 

He also said the National Institute of Corrections will conduct an independent review of Denver's restraint 

policies. 

Inmates who witnessed the event said Booker was trying to retrieve his shoes a short distance away when 

a jail deputy ordered him to immediately go to the holding cell. When he refused and tried to explain, he 

pushed the deputy and then was held down as several others dove on top of him, according to the 

witnesses. 

A video captured the struggle, but has not been released while the investigation is underway. 

The coroner's report describes what is on the video, which confirms the inmates' accounts of the scuffle. 

"When he turned to return to the holding area for his shoes, the booking officer called him towards and 

isolation cell, and when he failed to come to her, she went to the holding area and placed her arms on his. 

He swung his arms to shake her off," the coroner's report says. 

"The booking deputy was joined by three other officers who forced the decedent first to a chair, and then 

face down on the floor. Two officers struggled to cuff his hands behind his back; another tried to control his 

legs; a fourth lay across his upper back and applied a carotid "sleeper" hold around his neck. 

"The decedent continued to resist, and the officer applying the neck hold requested a Taser. A fifth officer 

applied the Taser to his leg and discharged it for 8 seconds. The decedent ceased resisting shortly after 

the use of the Taser." 

The sleeper hold was applied to him for two minutes and 30 seconds, but deputies said it was released 

intermittently to check whether Booker was still resisting. 

After Booker was placed face down in the holding cell, a deputy remained on his back for another 90 

seconds to two minutes. 

A short time later, another deputy saw he was not breathing and began CPR. 

Booker, who had a long, but largely misdemeanor criminal history, had cocaine in his bloodstream, but not 

at levels the coroner found would have been toxic. 

 

 

 

PRINT   EMAIL   

RETURN TO TOP      » GET 
HOME DELIVERY 

Conductor Leonard Slatkin Photo Gallery  

Bin Laden Hunter Returns Photo Gallery  

King Tut in Denver Photo Gallery  

Car in Clear Creek Photo Gallery  

Denver Pride Festival Photo Gallery 

» More Colorado photo galleries    

Leonard Jeremy Laurie Daemion Abdulnaser

Greg Gina Jana Marcy Danielle

The Denver Post

26,295 people like The Denver Post

Like

MOST POPULAR: NEWS: PAST 3 DAYS 

Fort Collins SWAT team quells riot  

RadioTV host Reggie McDaniels dead at 60  

Coroner rules inmate's death was homicide  

Man arrested in Broomfield bar killing  

Denver Police beating probe reopens amid outcry  

E-470 toll billing hits bump  

Second discipline case erupts for Denver safety 

manager  

Maes touting running mate amid anxiety over her 

stances  

Coroner rules death of Denver jail inmate a homicide  

Tiny Town fined more than $30,000 

 

Post Poll - Denver Police

Three incidents involving the Denver Police 
Department and excessive force have made the 
news recently. Are these incidents a case of a few 
bad apples?

 Yes, definitely, a few bad apples

 It's probably just a few bad apples

 It's both: Some bad apples as well as some 

systemic issues

 It's probably a systemic issue

 It's definitely a systemic issue

 I don't know

Vote!

Page 2 of 8Coroner rules inmate's death was homicide - The Denver Post

8/23/2010http://www.denverpost.com/news/ci_15841712



Selected for you by a sponsor:  

'American Idol' Winner Accused of Sex Tape with Married Man (CNN Entertainment)  

Husky Killed by Off-Duty Cop (About.com) 

You might be interested in: 

 

Family says city denies video of man's death in jail (The Denver Post - News)  

Denver Bloods, Crips unite in peace march (The Denver Post - News)  

Semi-truck rollover closes I-25 Southbound (The Denver Post - News)  

Denver inmate's death investigated (The Denver Post - Breaking News)  

For women over 40 and beyond, style tips that won't get old (The Denver Post - Fashion) 

This article is the: 

90th most-clicked article of the hour  

77th most-clicked article of the day  

72nd most-clicked article among Colorado readers of the day  

81st most-clicked article among Colorado readers of the hour  

76th most-clicked article among readers outside Colorado of the day  

75th most-clicked article among Denver readers  

23rd most-clicked article among news articles today  

Back to the top 

LIKE THIS ARTICLE?  RECOMMEND IT ( 0 REC'S)   ALL READER-RECOMMENDED NEWS 
 

10
 

SHARE 

10 

OR,  

ARTICLE COMMENTS (124)  

 

You must be registered to comment (your comment will be saved for you while you register). 

It's quick (it takes about 30 seconds) and we only require your email and name. Comments that 

include any offensive material are prohibited. By using our site you agree to our terms of use. 

 
» View all this article's 124 comments 

 

1. Use the "Report Abuse" link when necessary (you don't have to be a member, or be logged in to use 

it)  

2. Keep it clean and respect others — don't use language you wouldn't use with your parents  

3. Read the Post's Article Commenting Ground Rules here (link will open in a new window)  

  

» SHOW OLDEST COMMENTS FIRST (CURRENTLY NEWEST COMMENTS ARE FIRST) 

Login | Sign Up | Email Support 

 

 
I would disagree... life is precious... and I certainly can't judge who deserves public 
outcry and who doesn't... but if you can that is your decision. 

but still hopeful.jesse  | 3:07 PM on Monday Aug 23 | Reply to this comment 

       Report Abuse 

 

coloradochik24 wrote:I'm not justifying the actions of the police, but the fact that he had a 
"long criminal history" and was addicted to cocaine doesn't make me think he was much 
of a positive contributing member of society. Therefore I don' t think all this extreme 
public outcry is necessary.

 

HankReardon wrote: 

perplexedandsaddened wrote: 
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