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Regular readers of the Blend know that I've been following the seemingly endless 
violent, sadistic Taser incidents involving law enforcement. Below is something 
equally heinous -- the disgusting strip search of a woman by police in Stark County, 
Ohio. (Raw Story): 

Hope Steffey's night started with a call to police for help. It ended with 
her face down, naked, and sobbing on a jail cell floor. Now, the sheriff's 
deputies from Stark County, Ohio who allegedly used excessive force 
during a strip search 15 months ago face a federal lawsuit, and recently 
released video won't help their case. 

According to the policy of the sheriff's office, strip searches conducted must be with 
officers of the same sex as the person arrested. In Steffey's case, both men and 
women ripped her pants down. 

Steffey's ordeal with the Stark County sheriff's deputies began after her 
cousin called 9-1-1 claiming Steffey had been assaulted by another one 
of their cousins. When a Stark County police officer arrived, he asked to 
see Steffey's driver's license. But instead of handing over her own ID, 
she mistakenly turned over her dead sister's license, which she contends 
she keeps in her wallet as a memento. That's when the situation became 
complicated. 

...Eventually, Steffey was arrested and taken to the Stark County Jail, 
charged with disorderly conduct and resisting arrest. But once in 
custody, her attorney says seven jail workers, male and female, 
forcibly removed Steffey of all her clothes, including her 
undergarments, while she lay face down in handcuffs. Local news 
footage shows Steffey wailing, asking "What are you doing?!?" 

And you have to ask yourself, what was the purpose of the strip 
search?" said Steffey's lawyer. "What was the necessity of it? This was 
a disorderly conduct claim." 

The lawsuit says that Steffey remained in the cell for six hours and 
wrapped herself in toilet paper to stay warm. During that time, she was 
not allowed to use a phone or seek medical assistance for injuries 
she accrued that night, including a cracked tooth, bulging disc, and 
bruises. 
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Hat tip to The Dark Wraith, who said: 

When you're finished watching the video of the strip search, go ask your 
favorite candidate of "hope" and "change" and all those other lies just 
exactly what he or she is going to do to end this rising nightmare of an 
authoritarian state. 

No, seriously. Don't find some reason why your choice for Heir to 
Empire is not responsible. He or she is. They all want to lead this 
country? Then let them explain precisely how they plan to lead it away 
from this mess. 

Ask those Democrats and Republicans running for office when enough 
will be enough. Ask them when they plan to stop spewing their sweet 
little nothings. Ask them if they will vow to their very God or perhaps 
even to that piece of paper we call the Constitution of the United States 
of America to take upon themselves the enormous task of putting every 
monster of this spreading blackness of sovereign violence-from George 
W. Bush and Dick V. Cheney all the way down to the very last, badge-
wearing jackboot on the beat-into prison to rot. 

Pam Spaulding blogs at Pam's House Blend.  
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