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Wednesday; Dec. 17, 2008 - Pike County Journal-Reporter -

Teen Chaﬁgnge replies to R. Dunn

Dear Editor:

It was brought to our atten-
tion Rhoda Dunn has again at-
tempted to give the county in-

correct information. Teen Chal- -

lenge wants the truth known.
Teen Challenge Prayer
Mountain Boys Academy isn’t
a multimillion dollar business.
We're a residential miristry
providip, education

hope to teen boys andiﬁmr
families.

We sought legal action against
Pike County for our right to
use our property to help teens
and families. Both sides, Pike

and Teen Challenge, agreed to

and

allow Pike to reconsider our
application. We don’t desire to

 cost Pike any more in legal
costs or damages, That’s why
we're giving Pike an opportu-
nity to reconsider our applica-
. tion through the local govern-
ment process.

We're in an outdated, rented:

facility in anﬁn which isn’t

their families. .

We must continue to reach
boys like Nick, one of our stu-
dents. Twelve months ago, he
dealt with- depression and la
of hope after witnessing the

[

Letters

- from page 4A

through Jesus Christ, can per-
form the miracle of seeing a
life transformed.

' Because we're 2 ministry, we
have tax exempt 501¢3 status.
Due to tax laws, we wouldn’t be
required to pay property taxes.
Our taxes would amount to
about $2,700 ge;year. Our. rax

pus.

add spendmg dollars in Pike on
food, gas and other items, creat-
ing revenue in the community,
The economic benefit far out-
weighs property taxes. As we're
able, we'd like to invest in the
community by offering our~
selves and resources in doing
our part to be a good neighbor.

We believe all of us -must
reach our youth and hurting
families that call us every day
for help. If we all don’t help,
who will? Our prayer is every-
one will understand and seek
the real facts of Teen Chal-
lenge, especially concerning
‘the Prayer Mountain ministry.

We'te everyday people try-
ing to help families with real
challenges. Our students don’t
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sage .are we sending? Show
our youth they matter. Voice
the truth to commissioners,
For teen boys and their families,
Rev. Greg Keylon,
- Executive Director,
_*  Teen Challenge
Prayer Mountain Boys
Academy

testoration for teen boys and

opportunity, wfx Tdnd mes- |

death of his mom from lm;g
cancer. Nick tried to hide the
pain with drugs and alcohol,
Nick accepted Ged into his
life and is set to complete his
education and our program in
a couple of months. Nick’s re-
lationship with his father is bet-
ter than ever because of God
and Teen Challenge Prayer
Mounta.m Bgy.s Academy
ammped

pnt God first as the answer to

healing. We're not a state facil-
ity. For 50 years, Teen Chal-
lenge has put God first, help-

“ing paople overcome life-con-

lling issues. Only God,
See Letters, page 5A
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