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Police Taser use 'up nearly a third' 
By Jack Doyle, Press Association 

Police use of Taser stun guns has increased by nearly a third, figures revealed today. 

Officers fired the electro-shock weapons 226 times in the first three months of this year - up from 174 in the 
last three months of 2008. 

The sharp rise followed the decision to allow forces in England and Wales to give Tasers to officers who do 
not carry traditional firearms. 

Critics said the 50,000-volt guns were in danger of becoming "standard issue". 

But Police Minister David Hanson said the weapons helped save lives by defusing dangerous situations. 

He said: "I am determined to give police all the tools they need to crack down on violent crime. 

"Tasers are a vital tool for our frontline officers and that is why we allowed forces to issue them to specially-
trained units. 

"They are making a real difference on our streets and helping to keep both the public and our police officers 
safe. 

"Tasers have helped defuse dangerous situations where people could have been seriously injured or even 
killed. 

"And often just the threat of the device is enough. On many occasions, drawing or aiming a Taser has 
proved enough of a deterrent." 

But Liberal Democrat home affairs spokesman Tom Brake said: "Tasers should be for a few specially trained 
officers, not standard issue. 

"The Government has put large numbers of Tasers in the hands of police officers without any debate. 

"Given the increase in Taser use and the fact they have killed hundreds of people in the United States, we 
must have a full public debate before we slip any further down the slope to fully armed US-style policing." 

 

 

Page 1 of 2The Independent: Police Taser use 'up nearly a third'

8/22/2009http://license.icopyright.net/user/viewFreeUse.act?fuid=NDYwMzE1NA%3D%3D



2009 Independent News and Media. Permission granted for up to 5 copies. All rights reserved.  
You may forward this article or get additional permissions by typing http://license.icopyright.net/3.7463?
icx_id=news/uk/crime/police-taser-use-up-nearly-a-third-1773294.html?service=PrintICopyright into any 

web browser. Independent News and Media Limited and The Independent logos are registered trademarks of Independent News and Media 
Limited . The iCopyright logo is a registered trademark of iCopyright, Inc. 

Page 2 of 2The Independent: Police Taser use 'up nearly a third'

8/22/2009http://license.icopyright.net/user/viewFreeUse.act?fuid=NDYwMzE1NA%3D%3D


