
DECLARATION UNDER PENALTY OF PERJURY 

PURSUANT TO 28 USCA 1746 
  

 

 I, Rachael Louise Huggins Gutierrez_____ [NAME OF DECLARANT]_____Dr. 

Rachael L. Gutierrez________, declare and state as follows: 

1.   [NAME OF PROGRAM]..New Bethany Home for Girls 

2.   [LOCATION OF PROGRAM] Arcadia, Louisiana 

3.   [PERIOD OF INTERNMENT  MM/YY TO MM/YY] July, 1974 – June, 

1975. 

4.   [DECLARATIVE   STATEMENT] 

During the time I spent at New Bethany Home for Girl’s, I was continuously 

berated, beaten, slapped, made to stand in the hallway at long intervals, with my nose to 

the wall, on my tiptoes, and with my hands behind my back. An egg or tomato would be 

placed under my heels if I stepped on the egg and cracked it or squashed the tomato my 

hour would start all over again. We were not allowed to have any contact with the outside 

world, no television, newspapers, or radios. Our mail was monitored in order to make 

people believe that we had a very good life at New Bethany. We had to memorize entire 

chapters of the Bible or we were severely punished by being beaten, or our home 

privileges taken away from us. We were made to travel to various churches and coaxed 

into saying what a terrible life we had come from and how Brother Mack Ford had saved 

us. Thelma Ford was a vicious human being who took great pleasure in having other girls 

attacking the one’s she did not like or approve of. We were called whores, told how 

worthless we was, and not allowed the proper sanitary products. At times we were denied 

food when we misbehaved. The list could go on and on of all I seen and experienced in 



the eleven- months I was there. At one point I escaped and made it to Monroe, Louisiana 

where I was returned to the home. Once I arrived there I was severely beaten until they 

brought blood and I was forced to clean a long hallway with a toothbrush. It took over a 

month for my wounds to heal from this attack. We were continually watched at all times. 

What I witnessed and experienced in this place was horrendous and the only crime I had 

committed was that I met my mother when I was twelve-years old and I was unwanted. I 

arrived at the home when I was thirteen-years old, after being taken from a mental facility 

where I was heavily medicated.  I was treated so horrendous that I still have nightmares 

over it. No one will ever comprehend what these people did to many of us who were 

unfortunate victims in life and then became their victims. Sad part is, they truly believed 

they were serving God. How do you serve God and torture children at the same time? I 

am now forty-nine-years old and the memories are as vivid today as if it happened only 

yesterday. The day my mother was allowed to come for me so I could spend the weekend 

with her at a local motel, I had been in the home for eleven months and I had bruises on 

my buttocks and whelps. When my mother saw what had happened she refused to take 

me back to the home. This was the only way I ever was able to truly escape New 

Bethany. 

 I give HEAL permission to use this statement.  I declare under penalty of perjury 

that the foregoing is true and correct.  Executed on __November 3, 

2010_________________, 2010. 

  

 

 



 

 

                                                              Chaplain  Rachael L. Gutierrez Th.D. – Ph.D. 

                                                              ArtStop Ministry for Christ 

       125 S. 11
th

 

                                                              Frederick, Oklahoma  73542 

                                                              580-305-2743 
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