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Caregiver who raped disabled woman gets 8 years in prison
By Seattle Times staff

A Kent man who raped a severely disabled woman in his care last year was sentenced Friday to 8 ½ years to 

life in prison for second-degree rape.

Joseph Thurura, 32, was arrested in June 2008 and charged with the rape of a 44-year-old patient at 

Integrated Living Services, where he was a caregiver.

The woman was impregnated but had a miscarriage.

Kent police interviewed the 11 male caregivers who had access to the woman and each was asked to submit 

a DNA sample, according to charging papers filed in King County Superior Court.

Prosecutors compared their DNA to a DNA sample taken from the miscarried fetus, court papers said.

A paternity test showed that Thurura had a 99 percent chance of being the father, according to charging 

papers.

Thurura was shown the test results and "stated he does not know what happened and does not know how he 

could be the father," charging papers said.

King County Superior Court Judge Richard McDermott heard facts of the case from the prosecutor and the 

defense attorney as part of a stipulated trial held at the Maleng Regional Justice Center on Wednesday.

McDermott did not hear from the defendant, and no witnesses were called.

After Thurura serves 8 ½ years in prison, his ultimate sentence will be up to the state's Indeterminate 

Sentencing Review Board, which could decide he should face an even longer term — including up to life — in 

prison.
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