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The Historic Pines Ranch: Guest ranch hopes to get out of 

dude business to take on troubled teens

  

For more than 100 years the Historic Pines Ranch has operated as a 

dude and guest ranch, but now it appears the owners are looking into the 

viability of becoming a residential facility for troubled teens.  

The Tribune has learned that Pines Ranch owners Dean and Jodi Rusk 

have invited all homeowners in the Pines Subdivision adjacent to the ranch to 

meet with their business partners to answer questions about the prospective 

new business. 

In a phone interview on Tuesday afternoon, Jodi Rusk confirmed the 

meeting slated for Monday, Aug. 23, was a private one between the 

homeowners and business partners.  

Mrs. Rusk also said that if the Pines Ranch became a residential facility 

for troubled youth, it would bring jobs and other positive transformations 

to the community.  

She also said the Custer County Planning and Zoning Office had been 

contacted. Custer County Planning and Zoning Office director Jackie Hobby 

verified the Rusks had contacted her office.  

As a result, said Hobby, the county commissioners and county attorney are  

looking into the matter to see if the Rusks would need a Special Use Permit to 

operate a youth residential facility. 

Hobby said an SUP was not needed to operate the Pines Ranch as a 

dude/guest ranch because it had been operating as such before county 

zoning regulations were adopted. 

Therefore, said Hobby, “as long as the historic use does not change 

there is no need for a special use permit.”    

She continued, “If the commissioners and attorney decide there is a 

change in historical use, then they (the Rusks) would need to apply for a SUP 

through the planning commission.” 

Hobby also confirmed that the Rusks’ business partners are White Pines 

Boys Ranch in Lund, Nevada. 

The home page of the White Pines Boys Ranch website describes the 

facility as a full working cattle ranch that offers troubled young men ages 12 to 

18 and their families the opportunity to break the cycle of destructive 

behaviors.   

The possibility of a local residential facility for troubled teens was also 

briefly discussed during last week’s C-1 School District board meeting. 

C-1 board members heard there had been an inquiry about the school 

district offering alternative educational opportunities to the teens should such 

a facility come to fruition. 

According to the website, White Pines Boys Ranch has implemented the 

Brigham Young University High School Education Curriculum with a 

classroom ratio of one teacher to five students.     
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                                                                                                                 – 

Nora Drenner 
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