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Unalaska AK police officer fired over drunk driving accident that resulted in multiple 
charges including evidence tampering: http://mfnfc.tk about an hour ago

◦

Coeur D'Alene ID police subject of 6 lawsuits after 3 new lawsuits filed allege brutality, 
wrong arrest, & denial of care: http://f56c1.tk about an hour ago

◦

DeSoto County MS internal audit reveals prescription drugs were missing from a case in 
the department's evidence room: http://28sqh.tk about an hour ago
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arrests and was paid overtime for it: http://71bpl.tk about 8 hours ago
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Testimonials•

The Good 

"Carlos Miller and his blog Photography Is Not A Crime has to be the best blog I have come 
across to date that documents the ongoing battle that photographers and videographers are 
facing in increasing numbers." Hodson Report 

"Anyone who promises to 'mock, madden and maybe even muckrake' has my attention - 
especially when he's fighting for my right to plant my sticks wherever the Constitution says I 
can." Lenslinger 
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"With a seemingly increasing number of stories of police harassing and arresting 
photographers making headlines, one man has made it his job to watch the police." B-roll 

"This is not a partisan issue. It's a police abuse-of-power issue, and 'security' is no excuse for 
this sort of totally unacceptable and unconstitutional behavior by officers of the law. Carlos 
Miller is a great source of information about these unfolding stories." Brendan Loy 

Carlos Miller runs "one of Miami's best blogs." Miami New Times 

I have a bunch of RSS feeds on my smartphone, and I tell ya, this is one i read constantly. Great 
info, and it is unbelievable what is going on right here in the USA.... Virginia Beach Photo Club 

“Photography is not a Crime” is informative, well written and takes no prisoners. The 
Photojournalist 

The Bad 

"This Carlos Miller character is just a jerk, no redeeming social or personal value." 
Conservative Cave 

"You're a good writer, Carlos, but until you're able to recognize and acknowledge your biases, 
your quests for justice will be seen by most as little more than sour grapes by a man with a chip 
on his shoulder." South Florida Daily Blog 

The Ugly 

"You are a cockroach and boil on the ass of journalism in Miami and the sooner that 
responsible journalists in Miami disown you and repudiate your actions the better." "Hank" 

Recognition•

The South Florida Daily Blog 
Post of the Month 

February 2008

The South Florida Daily Blog
Post of the Month 

June 2008

The South Florida Daily Blog 
Post of the Month 
November 2008
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•
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Crossfade: Video: P.A.T.H. Hip
-Hop Summer Camp at the 
Miami Light Project
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Up: Free Show by the Hongs 
and Datamouth Tonight at AE 
District

Latest posts on 
http://yourblogs.miamiherald.com/
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•

 
← Miami blogger on crusade against cop Miami Herald threatens to sue local blogger → 

Homeland Security cop arrests man for filming FBI building in 
NYC

August 20th, 2009 · 37 Comments

Exclusive Coverage

 

Randall Thomas was standing in the area circled in blue when he started filming 

the FBI building across the street. A Homeland Security Officer pulled up and 

parked in the same spot circled in yellow (but in a different direction). The fed 
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handcuffed him and made him sit on the curb in the area circled in red for ten 

minutes.(Photo courtesy of Google Maps)

By Carlos Miller 
A 43-year-old man was jailed for six hours – and had his camera and memory card confiscated by a 
judge - after filming an FBI building from across the street in New York City Monday.

Randall Thomas, a professional photographer, said he was standing on the corner of Duane Street and 
Broadway in downtown Manhattan when he used his video camera to pan up and down on the 42-
story building at 26 Federal Plaza.

He was immediately accosted by a security guard in a brown uniform who told him he was not 
allowed to film the building.

Thomas asserted his legal right to film from a public street. The guard called a Homeland Security 
Officer who asked Thomas what he was filming.

“I said ‘that’s none of your business,’” Thomas said in a telephone interview with Photography is Not 
a Crime Wednesday night.

The federal officer handcuffed Thomas and sat him on the curb for ten minutes, before escorting him 

inside the same FBI building and taking him to the 10th floor and placing him in a holding cell.

His charges: Disorderly conduct; failure to comply and impeding duties of a federal officer.

During his incarceration, the feds persuaded Magistrate Judge James C. Francis IV to sign a search 
warrant that authorized them to confiscate his camera and memory card, which were not returned to 
him when he was released six hours later.

This is not his first run-in he’s had with authorities for using his cameras in public. Two years ago, he 
was arrested for taking a still photo of the same building. He was escorted into the same building 
where he was handcuffed to a pole for two hours and interrogated by feds.

He ended up pleading not guilty to two misdemeanors but said he never heard back about that case, so 
he assumes it was somehow dropped from the system.

He also has an ongoing case with the Civilian Complaint Review Board after he says he was assaulted 
by a group of NYPD officers in Times Square for filming them in February.

“It’s crazy how they can arrest me when you can see the same building on Google Maps,” he said.

During our interview last night, we both pulled up the FBI building on Google Maps on our respective 
computers and he explained where he was standing, where he was forced to sit after he was 
handcuffed and where the Homeland Security Officer parked.

In fact, in the Google Maps picture, there is the same type of vehicle parked in the same spot except it 
is pointed in a different direction than it was when it pulled up to arrest him.

Two months ago, a photographer in Arlington, Virginia was ordered to delete a photo of a federal 
building even though I was able to pull up that same building on Google Maps in seconds, as I did 
with the FBI building in New York.
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Maybe they’ll come barging down my door for panning up and down the building on Google Maps.

Here is a PDF Thomas compiled that includes a copy of the search warrant, his citations and 
definition of the statutes he is accused of violating.

 

 

Google Maps allows one to pan up and down the FBI building in the same 

manner Thomas was doing when he was arrested.

-30-

I am a multimedia journalist who has been fighting a lengthy legal battle after having photographed 
Miami police against their wishes in Feb. 2007. Please help the fight by donating to my Legal 

Defense Fund in the top left sidebar, which helps pay for the thousands of dollars I’ve acrued in debt 
since my arrest. To keep updated on the latest articles, join my networks at Facebook, Twitter and 

Friendfeed.
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Related posts:
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Pro-Gaza protesters attack and intimidate photojournalist in NYC2.
MTA worker arrested by NYPD for photographing subway trains3.
The New York Times mentions my blog in an article4.
Another photographer receives five-figure settlement in New York5.
Bike-shoving, fact-twisting NYPD cop is fired6.
FBI Agents question man for photographing building from parked car7.
Duane Kerzic takes on Secret Service, NJ parking authority in a single day8.
Off-duty NYPD cop assaults video vigilante9.
Judge tries to block newspaper from printing photos of arrested politician10.
Cyclist body slammed by NYPD cop sues for $1.5 million11.
New York photographer harassed for taking pictures in “wrong direction”12.
NYPD officers defend rights of photographer13.
Traveler told it is illegal to photograph inside NY train station14.

Tags: First Amendment

37 responses so far ↓

1 discarted // Aug 20, 2009 at 7:17 AM •

should be a nice settlement

2 ClintJCL // Aug 20, 2009 at 12:58 PM •

What a crock!

3 JY // Aug 20, 2009 at 1:17 PM •

There’s obviously more to this story than what the biased perpetrator is telling.

4 Vidiot // Aug 20, 2009 at 1:23 PM •

Is there a criminal complaint filed, or something with a narrative from the arresting officer? 
This seems very flimsy on the face of it.

5 Carlos Miller // Aug 20, 2009 at 1:43 PM •

Vidiot,

Check out the PDF at the bottom of the article

6 Vidiot // Aug 20, 2009 at 2:11 PM •

I did, and it seems light on information.

In the criminal complaints I’ve seen (admittedly, not many, and I’m not a lawyer) there’s 
usually a narrative from the arresting officer describing what happened and why the person is 
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being charged with these specific violations. Does Thomas say that the officer handcuffed him 
and sat him on the curb immediately after he answered the officer’s question with “none of your 
business?” Or was there more that we haven’t heard about?

I’d also like to see what evidence the arresting officer took to the magistrate in order to get the 
search warrant for the camera — they were looking for evidence to support the charge under 18 
U.S.C. 111(a)(1), which as the PDF points out seems to cover not just interference, but 
“forcibly” impeding an officer. Did Thomas touch him?

Given the information provided, the government’s case seems flimsy and unwarranted. And, 
while I believe that may well be the case, I wonder if there’s more going on.

7 NYCPhotorights // Aug 20, 2009 at 3:54 PM •

In downtown New York nothing more needs to be going on - the feds are engaged in open war 
against photographers - unfortunately most cave in and comply with illegal orders not to take 
pictures

8 Stephen Haynes // Aug 20, 2009 at 5:56 PM •

In this case, I must agree with Vidiot. Thomas has redacted portions of the citations that might 
provide more information as to exactly led to the alleged 18 U.S.C. 111(a)(1) violation. Too 
many unanswered questions here, including exactly what the fed ordered — all Thomas tells us 
is his response to a single question. Did the fed actually order him to cease photographing? 
What ensued after that? 

I think you owe it to us to follow up here and dig a bit deeper. 

Showing the redacted portions of the citations (or providing a good excuse for the redaction) 
would be a start.

9 Vidiot // Aug 20, 2009 at 7:01 PM •

Hmmmm. I took a picture of the other side of the same building a few years ago. (And this 
picture was taken right beside it.)

Wonder if they’ll knock on my door?

10 CityTrader // Aug 20, 2009 at 7:10 PM •

He should have brought a gun and claimed he was simply “protesting” Obama’s health care 
plan. Then the FBI would have left him alone…

11 keith // Aug 20, 2009 at 8:11 PM •

J. Edgar Hoover has been dead for 37 years and the FBI still acts like a bunch of a-holes.

12 S. Randall Thomas // Aug 20, 2009 at 11:42 PM •

Stephen Haynes “Thomas has redacted portions of the citations”. Wrong. I didn’t edit a single 
thing in that PDF. Scanned as is for attorneys. It may be hard to believe but it’s true that those 
officer where 100% acting “under color of law” in violation of the law. I can’t wait to get into 
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court on this and will be giving complete updates to Carlos Miller. If I were the bad guy here I 
would not have bothered Mr. Miller with the story.

13 S. Randall Thomas // Aug 20, 2009 at 11:53 PM •

To answer other questions. For those familiar with the area. It was one of the guys in the brown 
uniforms who told me not to photograph. I told him I’ll photograph what I want. He radioed to 
DHS who showed up in under a minute. His first question was what are you photographing. My 
response was none of your business. He asked again and my response was more like: None of 
your f—ing business, leave me the f–k alone. At which point I moved away from him. He said 
don’t go anywhere. I asked if I was being arrested he indicated that I was not. So again I 
responded that if I’m not being arrested, leave me the f–k alone. When I get the video back 
you’ll see that this is fairly accurate. And NO, I DID NOT TOUCH ANY OFFICER. I had the 
cam in one hand and a soda in the other, and I held on to both until they where taken and I was 
in handcuffs. Hope that answers some of you.

14 S. Randall Thomas // Aug 21, 2009 at 12:02 AM •

Vidiot you read the statute very well. I want more info myself. I’m not clear on who the officer 
is that is referred to in the title 18 violation, DHS or the brown shirt. I don’t know. And I am not 
overstating this: I really can’t wait to see what was presented to that Magistrate. If we could put 
12 people in a box and have a trial tomorrow I’d pay good money for the privileged. Don’t 
mean to sound to happy about all of this, but I like a good game of “gotcha”. Especially when 
I’m the cat and police are the mice.

15 Steve // Aug 21, 2009 at 12:15 AM •

Stick to ‘em Randall. I photographed that very buolding last thursday afternoon. I’d have told 
them to go fuck themselves as well and then promptly called the Canadian Embassy for 
assistance. Enjoy that big fat settlement cheque they’re going to have to write.

16 Thomas Paine // Aug 21, 2009 at 1:42 AM •

Couple of notes: First, the redacted parts on the citation are just Defendent Demographic info. 
If you don’t believe me, check the fifth page of the PDF here: http://bit.ly/ytXD1 and you’ll see 
the sections behind the black.

Second, WTF? How do any of the violations apply when a.) Thomas was not on Federal 
property; he was on the sidewalk across the street. b.) He was just filming a building that is 
plainly visible from the street? 

How can failure to answer questions from a federal officer be considered impeding that officer 
when there are no specific, articulable facts that would lead a reasonable person, let alone 
police officer, to believe that a crime had or is about to take place? There is no reason to assume 
Mr. Thomas knew what building he was filming, and even if he did, that is irrelevant. It’s 
visible from the street, you can’t pretend that it is not. Someone needs to train their people 
better.

Mr. Thomas, thank you for not being a sheep.

17 NYCPhotorights // Aug 21, 2009 at 2:25 AM •
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If this were not happening to photographers at all so-called “federal buildings” I might think 
that there is “more to the story”. This story is one more in a long history of abuse of 
photographers’ rights by the FBI and the DHS

18 discarted // Aug 21, 2009 at 3:13 AM •

Failure to answer questions?

Whatever happened to the right to remain silent

19 NYCPhotorights // Aug 21, 2009 at 3:45 AM •

Whatever happened to the right to remain silent

The constitution has been repealed. Welcome to the Soviet States of Amerika

20 JohnnyLaw // Aug 21, 2009 at 3:54 PM •

I have to say that I think this is a pretty stupid arrest. If the building is on google, who cares if 
someone takes a photo? I would like to see the official report but I don’t see any reason to 
detain the guy based on what he is saying.

I don’t know the federal regulations but it sounds like the officer got into a pissing match and 
over reacted.

21 mjkerpan // Aug 21, 2009 at 4:34 PM •

Well, I fired off an e-mail to the FBI office protesting their siccing of Homeland Security goons 
on the man. It will be interesting to see if they respond. Maybe if we ALL e-mail a protest to 
ny1@ic.fbi.gov they might take notice.

22 S. Randall Thomas // Aug 21, 2009 at 6:52 PM •

I’d like to see Photographers surround 26 Federal Plaza and shoot till the light from the flashes 
penetrate every single window of the building. Because I believe that one day some cop 
somewhere is going to kill a photographer unless it’s made clear to law enforcement that 
Photography is not a crime.

23 Jon Quimbly // Aug 21, 2009 at 7:08 PM •

A photography protest is a great idea, Randall.

There was a similar protest against NYC MTA photography polices back in ‘04.

http://gothamist.com/2004/06/06/photographers_to_mta_suck_it.php

24 S. Randall Thomas // Aug 21, 2009 at 7:43 PM •

I love it. I was given tickets from the police for photography in the subway, and was found not 
guilty because the statute cited actually makes that photography permissible. How professional 
law officers could be so ignorant to the law is beyond me.

25 Carlos Miller // Aug 21, 2009 at 7:55 PM •
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Story got picked up by Gothamist.

http://gothamist.com/2009/08/21/homeland_security_arrests_shutterbu.php

26 S. Randall Thomas // Aug 21, 2009 at 7:59 PM •

Mr. Miller. Had no idea that you were so popular. I was contacted by the press today and gave 
two interviews. I’ll have some info for you soon plus video of Times Square incident. Kind of 
busy right now. Wedding to cover tomorrow and an event in a few hours. But I’ll be in contact. 
Thanks.

27 Carlos Miller // Aug 21, 2009 at 8:06 PM •

That’s great. Who interviewed you?

28 S. Randall Thomas // Aug 21, 2009 at 9:08 PM •

Jared T. Miller 
Downtown Express 
& 
Bricio Segovia 
International Correspondent 
EFE NEWS Services / Agencia EFE

29 R.F. BACHARAC // Aug 22, 2009 at 12:35 AM •

When you do the photo-shoot enmasse - make sure to invite all the foreign press coverage you 
can get …….. and work the CONSTITUTIONAL FREEDOMS, AND FREEDOMS OF THE 
PRESS angles. When they write their stories for their homelands - they should make it clear 
that the so-called liberty, freedom, and democracy the Soviet States of Amerika is claiming to 
be exporting to other countries (at then end of bayonets, bullets and bombs) ……. no longer 
exists in reality here. GOOD LUCK.

30 Checkpoint USA // Aug 22, 2009 at 5:13 AM •

I’ve been threatened on several occasions with alleged violations of 18 USC 111 for not 
cooperating with federal agents at suspicionless checkpoints. One individual attempted to 
intimidate my internet service provider into shutting down my website for alleged violations of 
this federal statute. In response, an attorney for my service provider set the record straight with 
a letter that can be found at the following link:

https://www.checkpointusa.org/blog/index.php/2008/02/19/p86

You shouldn’t have any problem defeating these bogus charges Mr. Thomas and it looks like 
you have yourself the makings for a good lawsuit to boot.

31 Fascist Nation // Aug 22, 2009 at 8:27 AM •

This sort of harassment is happening at all federal buildings. In Phoenix, AZ, the new federal 
courthouse is a rather interesting all window building (also on Google) that attracts cameras. 
And cameras attract brown shirts who demand the cesation of videotaping — from across the 
street on public sidewalks adjacent non-federal property. Demands to erase footage are also 
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usually made under threat of arrest and/ or confiscation of equipment. Future “bring it on” 
project methinks.

Do they have a case? Sure they can nail you on anything. Costs them nothing. They get paid to 
accost you with your own purloined tax dollars. 

Will they want to pursue this? Unlikely. Be interesting to see if there is anything remaining on 
the memory card when (if) you get it back. Why a judge authorized the warrant on the camera 
itself is a question I would like to know…maybe to see if it had a built-in internal memory 
storage as well.

Refusing to answer questions really irritates any law enforcement officer. They hate you 
exercising your Right to be left alone, to be non-responsive, to travel and do as you please, 
without seeking their leave.

I am under the opinion that filing a 42USC1983 civil rights suit is best done sooner rather than 
later. Though CheckpointUSA’s first time around charges were refiled a few days after he fled 
his suit and he was able to chide the arresting officer for ‘obviously retaliatory’ behavior.

32 Bones // Aug 22, 2009 at 8:29 AM •

It’s interesting they cited you for disorderly conduct and impeding federal agents, etc, but it 
does not appear you were actually charged with filming a federal building, so why the hell 
would it be disorderly conduct or impeding federal agents if all they asked you to stop doing 
was not a chargeable offense. Stupid aholes.

33 Fascist Nation // Aug 22, 2009 at 8:35 AM •

S. Randall Thomas says, “I’d like to see Photographers surround 26 Federal Plaza and shoot …. 
Because I believe that one day some cop somewhere is going to kill a photographer unless it’s 
made clear to law enforcement that Photography is not a crime.”

Hence the reason a dozen of us strapped our guns on and visited the president’s town hall. The 
Phoenix PD, Secret Service and White House all are quoted as acknowledging our Right to 
openly carry in Arizona. And as Chris with the AR-15 said, ‘if more people would open carry 
all the time the police would know it is not against the law.’ Sounds like a good protest to me. 
Do what we did…get a few buddies with cameras who agree on a time to be there, call the 
NYCPD and tell them what you plan on doing and ask them are they going to show up to 
protect your Rights or to serve the FBI? BillyJacking at its finest!

34 Fascist Nation // Aug 22, 2009 at 9:04 AM •

It would also behoove you to demand any and all security camera recordings from the buildings 
and street (NYC) in that area. You want footage showing you filming, being accosted by the 
security guard, then DHS thug AND MOVING AWAY from him before your arrest. After all 
they should be eager to secure this footage to use as evidence against you.

35 S. Randall Thomas // Aug 22, 2009 at 10:29 AM •

Great ideas on here. I expect the Government to begin cowering relatively quickly on this one. 
However, I haven’t secured legal counsel as of yet, criminal or civil. I’m very eager to consult 
with both. I want people who really understand Title 18 USC 242 and it’s subsections. I believe 
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the Attorney General lacks integrity. That’s just my opinion. The Justice department has a 
terrible records when it comes to going after cases involving officials who use their authority 
wrongly, or Act Under Color Of Law. I want an attorney who can put these onions so close to 
Eric Holder’s eyes that we see tears. All of these officers are under his Authority, and he is 
charged with handling all cases of officials who act under color of law in violation of Title 18 
USC 242. I can’t see how he can give a speech on “race” in America with the track record he 
has when it comes the Color Of Law Statutes. To me that goes directly to his integrity.

36 S. Randall Thomas // Aug 22, 2009 at 10:45 AM •

The only cases the Government has been as soft on as officials who act under color of law in 
violation of citizens civil rights has been those cases involving situations like the Bernard 
Madof case. I’d like to hold a press conference soon and tell the American people that they “the 
taxpayers” have just paid me enough money to complete some public works project in their 
home town, and that they’ve paid me because the Justice Department has a policy of very 
selective prosecutions; If you’re incredibly wealthy or connected to power (like a law official), 
you are above the law. Fortunately…or unfortunately, my interest in photography is only 
matched by my interest in issues of our society.

37 R.F. BACHARAC // Aug 22, 2009 at 2:52 PM •

RE: ENMASSE PHOTO SHOOT …….. Just make sure the vast majority of the cameras are 
“empty” (without a recording medium/film/memory card/hard drive, etc). If dozens of these en-
masse faux foto shoots could be orchestrated ……… repeatedly ……. THE POINT would 
eventually be driven home that their harassment of CITIZENS AND TOURISTS has to end … 
or else it will become all that they are able to do because of the manpower required. FINALLY: 
Make sure that there are plenty of people with hidden camcorder / spycams who can record the 
pandimonium (sp?) for posterity, and foreign news network coverage (since the FASCISTS will 
not allow such coverage on Corpo-Government Controlled Network News in the (now) Soviet 
States of Amerika). These EVENTS should be repeated as often as necessary - until the 
FASCISTS stop the harassment, illegal detentions, and false-arrests.
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My side of the story•

My name is Carlos Miller and I am a multimedia journalist who was arrested by Miami police 
after taking photos of them against their wishes, a clear violation of my First Amendment 
rights. Since that arrest on Feb. 20th, 2007, I've been fighting a lengthy battle against the State 
of Florida to prove my innocence. Recently, a jury acquitted me of disobeying a police officer 
and disorderly conduct, but convicted me of resisting arrest without violence. I am now 
appealing the conviction. During the sentencing, an extremely biased judge gave me four times 
the amount of probation the State was seeking because he was angry that I had blogged about 
my case. Judge Jose L. Fernandez said he was "shocked" by my lack of remorse in this case. 
But why should I show remorse for crimes I did not commit? Click here to read more.

Their side of story•

Police “escorted defendant to the middle of the street and told him to cross to the sidewalk. 
Defendant for the fourth time refused the verbal commands and that’s why he was arrested.” 
Read arrest report. 

SPJ's protest letter•

National leaders of the largest journalism organization in the United States have expressed 
their disappointment in Miami-Dade County Court Judge Jose L. Fernandez for violating my 
First Amendment rights. Fernandez, as I mentioned in a previous post, gave me 
an extremely harsh sentence and criticized me for having blogged about my 
case. Read the press release from the Society of Professional Journalists.

A legal view•

The general rule in the United States is that anyone may take photographs of 
whatever they want when they are in a public place or places where they have 
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Legal Hand…

Bert Krages …

$23.07

permission to take photographs. Absent a specific legal prohibition such as a statute or 
ordinance, you are legally entitled to take photographs. Examples of places that are 
traditionally considered public are streets, sidewalks, and public parks.(more).

Sarcasm Disclaimer•

I am a very sarcastic person in person. And I am probably even more sarcastic in my writing. 

But if you’ve never met me, you might not see that sarcasm. After all, sarcasm depends on tone 
and delivery for pure effectiveness, something that is hard to do with the written word. 

So if you are ever offended by something I write, whether you are a conservative, liberal, 
Catholic, Jew, atheist, American, foreigner, black, white, southerner, yankee, homosexual, 
straight or whatever, chances are, I am just being sarcastic. 

Truth is, I am not a hater. I don’t even hate cops. I just want them to abide by the law. 

Follow blog on social networks•

Facebook◦

Friendfeed◦

Technorati◦

Twitter◦

Support the blog•

Each time you make a purchase through B&H Photo by clicking on the ad below, they send a 
few bucks my way that goes toward operating this blog. Same if you purchase the book below. 

 

Recommended book•
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Media coverage of my arrest•

2/27/07 
The Miami Herald 
3/8/07 
Local 10 News video 
3/9/07 
Local 10 News article 
3/12/07 
The Miami Herald 
3/23/07 
The Raw Story 
3/28/07 
North County Gazette 
5/11/07 
Broward-Palm Beach 
New Times 
5/11/07 
Jim Defede Show 
radio interview 
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