Deputies respond
to disturbance at

Ridge Creek

By Matt Aiken
The Nugget

Local deputies responded
to reports of a disturbance
at Ridge Creek Academy last
weekend as multiple students
reportedly began to inflict
damage on school property.

The incident began last
Sunday morning with a
threatened walk-out by a ma-
jority of the students at the
school formerly known as
Hidden Lake Academy.

“About 45 students got up-
set and said they were leaving
and there was no way they
could stop them,” said Inves-
tigator Darren Martin of the
Lumpkin County Sheriff’s
Office.

A majority of those stu-
dents never left the Camp
Wahsega Road campus, or
even caused any damage to
the buildings since the short-
lived rebellion was quickly
quelled by staff members as
well as other students who
convinced most of the teen-
agers to stay put.

However, a few hours lat-
er, several students began to
break into buildings and de-
stroy school property.

Officers arrived on the
scene and reportedly spot-
ted students running around
campus throwing rocks at
windows. Some set off fire
extinguishers while others
knocked over office equip-
ment, stated the report.

“The student activities
center took the brunt of the
damage,” said Martin. “Some
of the students were wrap-
ping up shirts and jackets
around their hands and bust-
ing up windows.”

A report filled out by Dep-
uty Brad Farris described the
building as “demolished.”

“Many windows bro-
ken, fire extinguishers
had been sprayed, glass
[was]everywhere,” stated the
report.

Four students, three 17-
year-olds and a 16-year-old,
were arrested and issued
juvenile complaints for the
charges of unruly child,
criminal trespass and crimi-
nal damage to property.

Some students fled into
the surrounding woods.

It was later discovered
that these runaway teens had
hiked to Pleasant Hill Baptist
Church where they report-
edly broke into the Camp
Wahsega Road sanctuary and
searched for a phone. There
was none.

“The whole idea was to go
to that church and call some-
body,” said Martin.

Martin said nothing ap-
peared to be stolen from the
church besides a blanket.

He added that four Ridge
Creek students had also been
picked up, at 4 a.m., the morn-
ing before the incident at the
Wal-Mart parking lot.

“They were trying to pass
themselves off as college
students or locals,” he said.
“They said they were waiting
on a ride from someone from
the Gainesville area.”

Martin said the Ridge
Creek staff had not reported
the students as missing from
the school, but once their
identities were confirmed
they were returned to cam-
pus.

Of those students, two
were involved in the reported
destruction of property which
took place later that day.

On Monday Len Buccel-
lato, owner of the boarding
school, said the incident was
“not a major event.”

“The campus is operating
asusual,” he said. “Some new
students decided to do a walk-
out and campus is now oper-
ating as normal. This was
only a very small portion of
the student body who did the
walkout.”

Lawsuit
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alleges Powers will “... con-
tinue to lose such wages in
the future.”

Last October a Fulton
County Superior Court judge
granted Dahlonega a change
of venue, returning the case to
the Enotah Judicial Circuit.
Leibel originally filed the suit
in Fulton because both Geor-
gia Power and the subcontrac-
tor responsible of maintain-
ing the lamp are based in At-
lanta. Judge Cynthia Wright
ruled, however, that since the
incident occurred in Lump-
kin County, and eyewitnesses
would be more easily acces-
sible here, the suit should be
heard here.

In late November the city
filed a motion for summary
judgment—a request for the
judge assigned the case to
render a decision. On Dec. 17,
Leibel responded to the mo-
tion, refuting the city’s claim
that it was not liable for the
accident since it did not own
the lamp post. Leibel’s re-
sponse claimed the city had a
duty to inform Georgia Pow-
er if the fixture needed repair
or replacement, and that the
lamp post was unquestion-
ably on city property—both a
basis for liability.

Before the judge could rule
on the request for summary
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judgment, however, Leibel
filed to dismiss the case with
the possibility of re-filing
within the six month period
allowed. When asked if there
was any strategic reason for
the move, Leibel said that
was something he would not
reveal.
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Davis Small Engine
- Sales & Service
SNAPPER DEALER

706-864-3609
Pickup & Delivery
1127 Hwy. 52 East, Suite B

Dahlonega, GA 30533
(Old Rock House )
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There’s more than one way to trim a tree, as the helicopters
pilots of Asplundh Tree Expert Co. demonstrated last
week. Several choppers could be spotted throughout
the week as they towed spinning saws along the tree line
which bordered Amicalola EMC powerlines. Asplundh
representative Tasha Shipp said the technique is new for
the company but very effective.

Bigfoot
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They may change their
minds, however, when they
learn that Sheriff Stacy Jar-
rard claims to have proven the
sighting to be a hoax. Jarrard
says he went out the next day
to question homeowners in
the area. At the first house he
stopped at, he says, there were
two young men, students at
North Georgia College & State
University, who were “acting
really nervous. You could see
their hearts were beating re-
ally fast,” he says.

The two did not admit to
the prank right away, but later
in the week they copped to one
of them donning a gorilla suit
and running across the road in
front of vehicles on the night in
question. Jarrard says he even
has a photograph of the two
boys with the gorilla suit.

If Animal Planet does decide
not to visit Lumpkin, they will
probably still visit the North
Georgia area.

“They sent us a letter re-
questing to film at Track Rock
in Union County,” said John
Campbell with the National For-
est Ranger Station in Blaires-
ville. “The area is an archeologi-
cal site and is purported to have

Saturday, January 2‘9th at 7:00 p.m.
—Christian Hill Baptist Church,—
5833 Gailey Drive, Hwy. 129, Clermont, GA

For information contact Norman Adams, 706-265-0655,
or Rev. Jim Ellis, 770-718-7362

afootprint on Bigfoot.”
\
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e Fight the Credit Card Companies
e Stop Garnishment & Levy

e Get Peace of Mind

cat TODAY fora FREE

Confidential Consultation

706-867-3103
The Law Office of Alfred Chang, P.C.

81 Crown Mountain Place ¢ Suite 300-E ¢ Dahlonega, GA 30533

e Take Control of Your Debts

Bankruptcy » Chapter 7 » Chapter 13

PPALACHIA

CONTRACTING SERVICES
OWNERS:

Jim & Nancy Combs

apcon@windstream.net

[706-864-8777|

www.appalachiancontracting.com

1988
“See us for the Best Quality & Price”

MARSHALL'S AUTO PARTS
(706) 864-4483

Kevin Marshall - Owner

=" /
AUTO PARTS d

1530 Morrison Moore Parkway W. (Hwy. 9 S.), Dahlonega

Just above Trammell Tire

1989

Trammell Tire & Service Tires
1656 Morrison Moore Parkway
Dahlonega, Georgia 30533

706-864-3346

Wheels
Batteries

Trent G. Conner, D.M.D., P.C.
General Dentistry

235 Rock House Rd.
Dahlonega, GA 30533

Telephone: 706-864-1275
Fax: 706-864-6954

www.trentconnerdmd.com

WE CARE

Dr. Todd Holubitsky
706-864-5362

131 Mechanic Street
Dahlonega, GA 30533

CHIRORRACTIC THRGE HoINTANS
HIROPRACTIC ~ OF NORTH GEOR

LIFE CENTER

Taking Folks
UNDER Dah
for 20 years!
+GOLD PANNING
* UNDERGROUND MINE ADVENTURES

*GEMSTONE MINING
*UNIQUE GIFT SHOP

Mine Road, Dahlonega, GA 30533 * 706-864-8473

www.consolidatedgoldmine.com
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Edwardjones

Archie Bowling Sr
Financial Advisor
81 Crown Mountain Place

Bldg B Unit 500
Dahlonega, GA 30533

706-864-8317

www.edwardjones.com

Gloria’s Added Touch

10 S. Chestatee Street

Located in Chestatee Village
On the Historic Dahlonega Square

700-864-6244

addedtouch@windstream.net
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