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Amy Goodman, independent media journalists arrested 
outside RNC 

Submitted by jonathan on Mon, 2008-09-01 16:31 Journalistic Practice  |  

Politicking  |  Newswire

UPDATE 2: The Democracy Now! journalists have been released. Other 

independent media journalists may remain in custody. 

[Democracy Now! statement] 

ST. PAUL, MN -- Democracy Now! host Amy Goodman was unlawfully 

arrested in downtown St. Paul, Minnesota at approximately 5 p.m. local time. 

Goodman was arrested while attempting to free two Democracy Now! 

producers who were being unlawfuly detained. They are Sharif Abdel 

Kouddous and Nicole Salazar. Kouddous and Salazar were arrested while 

they carried out their journalistic duties in covering street demonstrations at 

the Republican National Convention. Goodman's crime appears to have 

been defending her colleagues and the freedom of the press. 

Ramsey County Sherrif Bob Fletcher told Democracy Now! that Kouddous 

and Salazar were being arrested on suspicion of rioting. They are currently 

being held at the Ramsey County jail in St. Paul. 

Democracy Now! is calling on all journalists and concerned citizens to call 

the office of Mayor Chris Coleman and the Ramsey County Jail and demand 

the immediate release of Goodman, Kouddous and Salazar. These calls can 

be directed to: Chris Rider from Mayor Coleman's office at 651-266-8535 

and the Ramsey County Jail at 651-266-9350 (press extension 0). 

Democracy Now! stands by Goodman, Kouddous and Salazar and 

condemns this action by Twin Cities law enforcement as a clear violation of 

the freedom of the press and the First Amenmdent rights of these journalists. 

During the demonstration in which they were arrested law enforcement 

officers used pepper spray, rubber bullets, concussion grenades and 

excessive force. Several dozen others were also arrested during this action. 

Amy Goodman is one of the most well-known and well-respected journalists 

in the United States. She has received journalism's top honors for her 

reporting and has a distinguished reputation of bravery and courage. The 

arrest of Goodman, Kouddous and Salazar is a transparent attempt to 

intimidate journalists from the nation's leading independent news outlet. 

Big Noise caught video of Goodman's arrest:  
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UPDATE 1: Additional report from the Twin Cities Daily Planet: 

Amy Goodman, other journalists arrested in St. Paul 

by Mary Turck  

Dawn Zuppelli with Rochester IndyMedia told the Daily Planet that she was 

pepper-sprayed, along with other journalists and protesters, and Amy 

Goodman and Democracy Now producers were arrested, along with 

protesters, late Monday afternoon in downtown St. Paul. 

Zuppelli had been following a group of about 80 young people who were 

dancing in the streets in St. Paul, after the conclusion of the legally permitted 

march this afternoon. The young people, said Zuppelli, would move from 

place to place, often along Wabasha Avenue, as police moved them. Finally, 

police and National Guard troops surrounded them and ordered them to 

disperse. She said police used pepper spray, tear gas, and some kind of 

canisters that made a loud noise and smoke, as well as “pepper balls,” that 

contained both pepper spray and a green dye.  

She was standing on the sidewalk, Zuppelli said, when police ordered 

journalists to move back. She said there was no place to go, and then police 

directly pepper-sprayed her. She was wearing a press badge and did not 

resist police orders to move, but did continue filming.  

The protesters and journalists were taken to a parking lot on Jackson, and 

then Democracy Now producers were arrested. When Amy Goodman of 

Democracy Now attempted to get them released, protesting that the arrest of 

journalists who were in the process of reporting is an unconstitutional 

violation of free press rights, she was arrested.  

Police arrested dozens of protesters at various sites in downtown St. Paul, 

and closed the Wabasha Bridge and Shepard Road after 5 p.m. 
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The media's job is to interest the public in the public interest. -John Dewey  
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