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Sunday, March 10, 2002

I D A H O 

Glacier Mountain Academy runs afoul 
of authorities 

Susan Drumheller 

Staff writer  

SANDPOINT _ Another adolescent behavioral program in 

Bonner County is in trouble with authorities.  

On Friday, the county filed a criminal complaint against Larry 

Bauer, owner of Glacier Mountain Academy, alleging that he is 

operating a school without a conditional use permit.  

Bauer is a former partner of John Baisden, owner of Glacier 

Mountain Educational Services. The two split and established 

separate business entities in 1999.  

Bauer said earlier this week that he's "coop erated fully" with the 

county. "You have 

no idea what kind 

of hoops we have 

to go through," he 

said. "That's why 

you see a lot of 

Idaho people going 

into Montana -- 

Montana doesn't 

have all the 

regulations they 

have here." 

Glacier Mountain 

Academy is 

licensed as a foster 

home with the state, but also is accredited through the 

Northwest Association of Schools and Colleges as a Special 

Purpose School. 

Bauer has told the county that the academy offers instruction to 

prepare students, behaviorally, to attend public school. 

Bauer and Baisden both owned Glacier Mountain Academy 

when the state attorney general ordered them to cease false 

advertising and to pay back a client who filed a complaint with 

the state. The businesses are still bound by several conditions in 

that order, including notifying the state of any new complaints or 

new business ventures. 

Karen Johnson of Kopperl, Texas, wrote to the state attorney 

general that she was misled to believe that Glacier Mountain 

Academy was a professional behavioral program, but her son 

arrived home traumatized. 

"This facility is a sham and I feel that it should be closed down," 

she wrote in July 1998. 
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Bauer said schools such as his get unfairly "beat up" in the 

press. 

"We help a lot of families," he said. "For every horror story, there 

are 100 or 200 good ones." 

B A C K  T O  T O P 
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