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Guantanamo eight to sue MI5 and MI6 over 
'illegal abduction and interrogation' 
By MICHAEL SEAMARK and ANDY DOLAN 
Last updated at 00:26 19 April 2008  
 

Eight men freed from Guantanamo Bay are suing the British Secret Services for millions, the Daily Mail can reveal today. 

They have issued writs against MI5 and MI6 in a claim for damages that would fall on the taxpayer. 

One of the men said they will argue that Britain was complicit in their illegal abduction, treatment and interrogation. 

 

Eight former Guantanamo inmates are 
suing MI5 and MI6 over their 'illegal 
imprisonment' 
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He said the eight - five Britons and three foreign nationals living here - were put on CIA "torture flights" to the prison camp in 
U.S.-occupied Cuba. 

Two separate writs name "The Security Services", "The Secret Intelligence Agency" and "The Attorney General" as the 
defendants. 

Two groups of former Guantanamo detainees are identified as claimants. 

The first writ was issued at the High Court in London by lawyers acting for Libyan Omar Deghayes, Jordanian Jamil el-Banna - 
both freed from Guantanamo last December - and Iraqi Bisher al Rawi, who was released earlier last year. 

The second writ names five Britons as claimants: Moazzam Begg, Richard Belmar and the so-called Tipton Three, Rhuhell 
Ahmed, Shafiq Rasul and Asif Iqbal, who were freed in previous years. 

The three men from Tipton in the West Midlands launched a lawsuit in the U.S. courts two years ago suing their captors for 
allegedly violating their human and religious rights at Guantanamo. 

They demanded £5million each in damages from the then defence secretary Donald Rumsfeld and ten military commanders. 

The U.S. Court of Appeal dismissed their action earlier this year but their American lawyers are now taking the case to the 
Supreme Court. 

In the latest British case, the taxpayer will lose out whatever the end result because the action is likely to be largely funded by 
legal aid. 

Scroll down for more... 
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The majority of the eight claimants are understood to be living on state benefits and the Legal Services Commission confirmed 
that Mr Deghayes, Mr el-Banna and Mr al Rawi are already receiving a limited amount of legal aid "in relation to their 
application to bring a claim". 

The eight men say the British authorities were aware of their plight when they were detained in Afghanistan and Pakistan but 
still co-operated with the Americans. 

Mr Begg, who was arrested by the CIA in Pakistan in 2002, said the case will centre on MI5 and MI6's "general behaviour and 
complicity in the abuse of British citizens" and not their treatment at Guantanamo. 

The father of four from Birmingham added: "It is actual involvement in some cases, in the process of interrogation, in the 
process of us being handed over. 

"It is culpability by the British authorities in being involved in most of the process, their presence on every step of the journey 
before we got to Guantanamo." 

Mr Begg said he was funding his own claim. 

Irene Membhard, a solicitor with Birnberg Pierce, confirmed writs had been issued on behalf of the men. 
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"Service is not imminent but watch this space within the next two months," she added. 

Guantanamo inmates were described by the Pentagon as the "worst of the worst". 

But images of them dressed in orange jumpsuits and tales of repeated torture and inhuman treatment caused an international 
outcry. 

The eight men were immediately re-arrested on their return to the UK but they were later freed without charge. 

The Government is already under pressure to order an independent inquiry into UK involvement into so-called "extraordinary 
rendition". 

The term is used to describe how U.S. intelligence agencies send terror suspects for interrogation in states where they have 
no legal protection. 

Comments (22) 

        

Looks like the tangled web woven by Nu-Labour is beginning to unravel. Were it ever decided the invasion of Iraq was illegal 
the number of claims for loss of life and property, business, and injury would be fiscally insurmountable by the UK Treasury 
and government. 
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- Robert, Hull, East Yorks, 19/4/2008 11:12 
        

As none of these foreign nationals, hiding under the umbrella of a British passport, were picked up in Britain, why should we 
be in any way held responsible for their incarceration? 
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- Patricia, Jarrow, 19/4/2008 10:50 
        

This doesn't surprise me one bit and I'm sure they will hoodwink this judiciary and win thousands. They should have been left 
in Cuba to rot. 
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- John, New Milton, UK, 19/4/2008 10:47 
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