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Changed Army rules allow execution at base in 
Cuba  

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS  

If six suspected terrorists are sentenced to death at Guantanamo Bay for the Sept. 11 attacks, U.S. Army 

regulations that were quietly amended two years ago open the possibility of execution by lethal injection at 

the military base in Cuba, experts said Tuesday.  

Any executions would probably add to international outrage over Guantanamo, since capital punishment is 

banned in 130 countries, including the 27-nation European Union.  

Conducting the executions on U.S. soil could open the way for the detainees' lawyers to go to U.S. courts to 

fight the death sentences. But the updated regulations make it possible for the executions to be carried out 

at Guantanamo.  

David Sheldon, an attorney and former member of the Navy's legal corps, said an execution chamber at 

Guantanamo would be largely beyond the reach of U.S. courts.  

"I think that's the administration's idea, to try to use Guantanamo as a base to not be under the umbrella of 

the federal district courts," he said. "If one is detained in North Carolina or South Carolina in a Navy brig, one 

could conceivably file a petition of habeus corpus and because of where they're located, invoke the 

jurisdiction of a federal court."  

The condemned men could even be buried at Guantanamo. A Muslim section of the cemetery at Guantanamo 

has been dedicated by an Islamic cultural adviser, said Bruce Lloyd, spokesman for the Guantanamo Naval 

Station. Among those buried elsewhere at the cemetery are U.S. servicemen.  

When two Saudis and a Yemeni committed suicide at Guantanamo in 2006, military officers said the men 

could be buried at the cemetery, but the remains were instead sent back to their homelands.  

Up until recently, experts on military law said, it was understood that military regulations required executions 

to be carried out by lethal injection at Fort Leavenworth in Kansas.  

But in January 2006, the Army changed its procedures for military executions, allowing "other locations" to 

be used. The new regulations say that only the president can approve an execution and that the secretary of 

the Army will authorize the location. "Military executions will be by lethal injection," the regulations say.  
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