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Six teens escape Outward Bound school  

Deputies quickly capture juveniles  

DESOTO COUNTY -- Six teenagers who allegedly burglarized an office, then escaped from the 
DeSoto Outward Bound Center in south county early Monday morning were apprehended by 
sheriff's deputies.  

Maj. Roland Wilson of the DeSoto County Sheriff's Office said three 14-year-olds and three 15-
year-olds, all boys, broke into an office at the center, located off Kings Highway (County Road 
769) near Lake Suzy, shortly after midnight. The group allegedly broke a window at the office 
and stole keys. The teens then left the unfenced property.  

A caller from Outward Bound, a center for juvenile offenders, soon noticed the boys' absence 
and alerted the Sheriff's Office. The Charlotte County Sheriff's Office sent out a helicopter, 
which picked up Capt. Rick White from the DeSoto Sheriff's Office, and searched for the boys 
by air as five to six DeSoto deputies searched on the ground.  

Four of the teens were caught and arrested at 1:15 a.m. by the deputies on the ground, Wilson 
said. They were found in the woods near the Outward Bound center.  

The other two teens jumped into nearby Horse Creek, a Peace River tributary, and eluded capture 
until 9:27 a.m., Wilson said. They were found on Jernigan Road, east of the center, about a half-
mile away. Tracking dogs from the DeSoto Correctional Institution were used in pursuit of the 
two.  

All six teens were charged with escape and burglary of a structure  

Wilson commended the deputies and teamwork used to catch the escapees.  

"Everybody did a good job," Wilson said. "We appreciate the hard work of the deputies and the 
help of DeSoto Correctional Institution."  

Outward Bound has programs for troubled teens from fourth to 12th grades, according to 
Schooltree.org. The site states that 37 students are enrolled.  

You can e-mail Laura A. Schmid at lschmid@sun-herald.com.  
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