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U.S. Extends Blackwater Contract While Shooting Probe Continues 04 
Apr 2008 Amid investigations into fatal shootings of civilians and 
allegations of tax violations, Blackwater USA's multimillion-dollar contract 
to protect diplomats in Baghdad has been renewed, the State Department 
said Friday. A final decision about whether the private security company 
will keep the job is pending, the department said. Moyock, N.C.-based 
Blackwater is one of the largest private military contractors, receiving 
nearly $1.25 billion in federal business since 2000, according to a House 
committee estimate.  

Blackwater VP: Too soon to judge Baghdad shootings 03 Apr 2008 A top 
official in the U.S. mercenary firm Blackwater said on Thursday it was too 
soon to pass judgment on the killing of 17 Iraqi civilians by its employees 
last September and urged critics to await an FBI report. The Sept. 16 
killings by Blackwater security guards escorting a convoy in a central 
Baghdad square enraged Iraqis who complained mercenaries had 
operated with impunity since the 2003 U.S.-led invasion. An FBI 
investigation is under way but The New York Times has reported the 
bureau's agents found at least 14 of the shootings were unjustified.  

Iraq's Sadr calls for million-strong march against U.S. occupation 03 Apr 
2008 Iraqi Shi'ite cleric Moqtada al-Sadr called on Thursday for a million-
strong demonstration against U.S. occupation. "The time has come to 
express your rejections and raise your voices loud against the unjust 
occupier and enemy of nations and humanity, and against the horrible 
massacres committed by the occupier against our honorable people," said 
a statement released by Sadr's office in the holy city of Najaf. The 
demonstration would take place next Wednesday April 9, the fifth 
anniversary of the fall of Baghdad, when the U.S. commander in Iraq is 
also scheduled to brief Congress in Washington about "progress" in the 
war. [LOL! That should take all of 30 seconds.]  

Iraqi soldiers and police mutiny, surrender weapons and vehicles to Mahdi 
militia --Iraqi PM freezes raids targeting militia 04 Apr 2008 Iraq's prime 
minister [Nouri al-Maliki] on Friday ordered a nationwide freeze on raids 
against suspected Shiite militants after the leader of the biggest militia 
complained that arrests were continuing even after he ordered fighters off 
the streets. Also Friday, military and police officials in Basra said a 
number of Iraqi soldiers and police were reported to have mutinied or 
refused to engage al-Sadr's militants during last week's fighting. The 
officials said the mutiny involved a full infantry battalion belonging to the 
4th Iraqi Division numbering about 500 men and some 400 policemen. 
The deserters also turned over surrendered to the Mahdi militia some of 
their weapons and vehicles, said the officials, who spoke on condition of 
anonymity due to the sensitivity of the matter. The desertions cast new 
doubt on the effectiveness of U.S.-trained Iraqi security forces.  
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More Than 1,000 in Iraq's Forces Quit Basra Fight 04 Apr 2008 More than 
1,000 Iraqi soldiers and policemen either refused to fight or simply 
abandoned their posts during the inconclusive assault against Shiite 
militias in Basra last week, a senior Iraqi government official said 
Thursday. Iraqi military officials said the group included dozens of officers, 
including at least two senior field commanders in the battle.  

U.S. will send more troops to Afghanistan regardless of Iraq situation: 
Gates 04 Apr 2008 The United States intends to send many more combat 
forces to Afghanistan next year regardless of whether troop levels in Iraq 
are cut further this year, U.S. Defence Secretary Robert Gates said 
Friday. It is the first time the U.S. administration has made such a 
commitment for 2009.  

US lawmakers have as much as $196 million invested in defense 
companies: Study 03 Apr 2008 Members of the U.S.Congress have as 
much as $196 million (€126.2 million) collectively invested in companies 
doing business with the Defense Department, earning millions since the 
start of the Iraq war, according to a new study by a nonpartisan research 
group.  

IEDs go beyond Iraq, Afghanistan 04 Apr 2008 Makeshift bomb attacks by 
'insurgents' -- common in Iraq and Afghanistan -- are on the rise in other 
countries, prompting concerns by military experts that the tactic is 
becoming the weapon of choice by [Bush's] terror groups worldwide.  

Pentagon's Debt Collectors Accused of Ripping Off Soldiers --Suit: Military 
Deducted Money From Service Members' Gov't Benefits or Tax Refunds 
04 Apr 2008 U.S. soldiers and veterans have been illegally hit up by 
Pentagon debt collectors for millions of dollars in payments over military 
credit card debt, according to the consumer advocacy group Public 
Citizen. Public Citizen and consumer lawyers have filed a class-action 
lawsuit against the Army and Air Force Exchange Services (AAFES), 
which issues credit cards to U.S. service members to buy goods at military 
stores.  

US aircraft crashes in Qatar 04 Apr 2008 A US military aircraft has crash 
landed at the al-Udeid military base in Qatar. The B1 bomber reportedly 
suffered technical difficulties and exploded as it attempted to land at the 
base about 35km from the capital Doha late on Friday.  

Iran installs more nuclear equipment 03 Apr 2008 UN Security Council 
members have been made aware that Iran has begun installing advanced 
centrifuges in its main uranium enrichment plant, accelerating activity that 
could give it the means to make atom bombs.  

Secret Post-9/11 Memo Circumvents Constitution, Posse Comitatus --
2003 memo: 'Our office recently concluded that the Fourth Amendment 
had no application to domestic military operations,' the footnote in that 
memo states, referring to a document titled 'Authority for Use of Military 
Force to Combat Terrorist Activities Within the United States.' 03 Apr 2008 
For at least 16 months after the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks, the Bush 
administration argued that the Constitution's protection against 
unreasonable searches and seizures on U.S. soil did not apply to its 
efforts to protect against terrorism. That view was expressed in a secret 
Justice Department legal memo dated Oct. 23, 2001. Its existence was 
disclosed Tuesday in a footnote of a separate secret Justice Department 
memo, dated March 14, 2003, that discussed the legality of various 
interrogation torture techniques. "Our office recently concluded that the 
Fourth Amendment had no application to domestic military operations," 
the footnote in that memo states, referring to a document titled "Authority 
for Use of Military Force to Combat Terrorist Activities Within the United 
States." [See: The Posse Comitatus Act of 1878.]  
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'The October 2001 memo arguing for unregulated military searches on 
U.S. soil has not been formally withdrawn and remains a secret but 
unclassified document.' Administration Asserted Fourth Amendment Does 
Not Apply to Domestic Military Operations In Terror Fight 04 Apr 2008 The 
Justice Department concluded in October 2001 that military operations 
combating terrorism inside the United States [!] are not limited by Fourth 
Amendment protections against unreasonable searches and seizures, in 
one of several secret memos containing new and controversial assertions 
of presidential power. The memo, sent on Oct. 23, 2001, to the Defense 
Department and the White House by the Office of Legal Counsel, focused 
on the rules governing any deployment of U.S. forces inside the country [!] 
"in the event of further large-scale terrorist activities" by al-Qaeda, a 
Justice Department official said yesterday. The October 2001 memo 
arguing for unregulated military searches on U.S. soil has not been 
formally withdrawn and remains a secret but unclassified document, 
according to Justice Department spokesman Brian Roehrkasse.  

2003 Justice Department memo justifies torture, presidential dictatorship 
By Joe Kay 04 Apr 2008 On Tuesday, the Defense Department released a 
2003 memo asserting the right of the US president to order the military to 
torture prisoners. The memo is signed by then-Deputy Assistant Attorney 
General John Yoo and is dated March 14, 2003, one week before the 
launch of the Iraq war. It is the latest memo to be released that argues for 
virtually unrestrained executive powers as part of the president's 
"Commander-in-Chief" authority. The memo should serve as a sharp 
warning about the type of barbaric methods the US government is 
employing and will continue to employ to suppress all international and 
domestic opposition.  

Idaho House approves 'Real ID' rejection after Senate amendments 02 
Apr 2008 Idaho has joined Montana, Maine, New Hampshire and South 
Carolina, in rejecting federal REAL ID driver's licenses. A bill to that effect 
has passed the Idaho Legislature, and now awaits the signature of 
Governor Butch Otter (R).  

TSA deploys airport behavior screeners 04 Apr 2008 Dubbed the SPOT 
program, for Screening Passengers by Observation Techniques, the effort 
is shrouded in some secrecy that makes it difficult to evaluate its worth. 
TSA officials refuse to say exactly what sort of behavior can make them 
suspicious. Federal officials said the program, which requested a $45 
million budget this year, is a worthwhile complement to random searches 
and an 'alternative' to racial profiling.  

Bush officials mount campaign against media shield bill 03 Apr 2008 The 
Bush regime is campaigning against legislation that would allow reporters 
to protect the identities of confidential sources who provide sensitive, 
sometimes embarrassing information about the government. Attorney 
General Michael Mukasey and other administration officials say the "Free 
Flow of Information Act" could harm national security and would 
encourage more leaks of classified information.  

Administration Launches Web Site Opposing Journalist Media Shield 03 
Apr 2008 The Bush administration is pushing for the Senate to drop a 
media shield law that officials say could jeopardize national security, 
launching a Department of Justice Web site on Thursday aimed at 
drawing support for administration proposals instead.  

'Anti-terror police were said to have found the recipe for mass murder in 
an address book.' British Muslims 'planned to kill thousands by bombing 
SEVEN transatlantic airliners in one go' 04 Apr 2008 A 'gang of British 
Muslims' planned to blow up seven planes within hours in the biggest 
terrorist atrocity since 9/11, a court heard yesterday. Two thousand 
passengers would have died in the plot by eight fanatics working "in the 
name of Islam", the jury was told. It could have involved up to 18 suicide 
bombers. The jets they targeted would all have been bound from 
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Heathrow to cities in the U.S. and Canada, it was claimed.  

Cargo Container Labeled 'Anthrax From Osama' Prompts Scare in 
California 02 Apr 2008 A hazardous materials team was called to the Port 
of Long Beach in California when a cargo container was found 
Wednesday spray-painted with the words "Anthrax a gift from Osama," but 
nothing was found in the container.  

Bird Flu Crosses Species Barrier to Spread Among Dogs 02 Apr 2008 A 
bird flu virus that killed dogs in South Korea can spread from one dog to 
another, showing that the disease is capable of crossing species and 
causing widespread sickness in mammals, a study found. A cocker 
spaniel and a miniature schnauzer were among dozens of dogs in South 
Korea sickened by an H3N2 strain from birds, researchers said in a study 
published in the May issue of Emerging Infectious Diseases journal. 
Viruses taken from the sick canines were used in an experiment later to 
see if pathogens were capable of spreading from dog to dog.  

'Not only are taxpayers being fleeced by paying that much for oil, but the 
effect of taking valuable oil, like sweet crude oil, off the market has a 
disproportionate effect on oil prices.' Energy Dept. buys more oil at top 
dollar 04 Apr 2008 The Energy Department said Friday it would continue 
putting oil into the Strategic Petroleum Reserve even as crude oil prices 
remain above $100 a barrel. The department announced a solicitation of 
bids for 13 million barrels of oil, with deliveries expected to begin in 
August, when the current delivery contracts expire. Oil will be put into the 
reserve at about 76,000 barrels a day, about the same rate as current 
deliveries, through December.  

Gas prices rise to new record --Fuel now above $3.30 a gallon; crude 
costs also rising 04 Apr 2008 Retail gas prices surged to a new record 
above $3.30 a gallon Friday and appear poised to rise further in coming 
weeks as gasoline supplies tighten. Oil prices, meanwhile, supported the 
gas price rally by jumping more than $2 a barrel after a dismal 
employment report sent the dollar lower.  

80,000 Jobs Cut in March; Unemployment Rate Rises 04 Apr 2008 The 
economy shed 80,000 jobs in March, the third consecutive month of rising 
unemployment, presenting a stark sign that the country may already be in 
a recession. Sharp downturns in the manufacturing and construction 
sectors led the decline, the biggest in five years. The Labor Department 
also said employers cut far more jobs in January and February than 
originally estimated.  

81% in Poll Say Nation Is Headed on the Wrong Track 04 Apr 2008 
Americans are more dissatisfied with the country’s direction than at any 
time since the New York Times/CBS News poll began asking about the 
subject in the early 1990s, according to the latest poll. In the poll, 81 
percent of respondents said they believed "things have pretty seriously 
gotten off on the wrong track," up from 69 percent a year ago.  

Harry Reid: Nominee will be chosen before July 1 04 Apr 2008 In an 
interview on Bloomberg Television's "Money and Politics" today, Senate 
Majority Leader Harry Reid, D-Nev., pooh-poohed talk of deep divisions 
being created by the protracted Democratic presidential contest, and said 
the nominee would be chosen by the end of June. "The negative toll on 
Obama and Clinton will end five minutes after the nominee is chosen and 
that will be before the 1st of July," Reid declared.  

MSNBC's Weapon of Mass Distraction: Clintons report $20.4M in 2007 
income 04 Apr 2008 Sen. Hillary Rodham Clinton and former President 
Clinton reported $20.4 million in income for 2007 and more than $109 
million since 2000 as they gave the public the most detailed look at their 
finances in eight years. Almost half the former first couple's money came 
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from his speeches. [Earth to MSNBC: We don't give a sh*t. Instead, tell us 
how much the Iraq war and Exxon Mobil's profiteering cost us in 2007.]  

Memphis Marchers Honor Legacy of Dr. King 04 Apr 2008 On the 40th 
anniversary of his assassination, the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. was 
remembered Friday in the city where he died as a man who came to 
Memphis ''to lead us to a better way.'' Presidential candidates, civil rights 
leaders, labor activists and thousands of citizens were coming together to 
honor King for his devotion to racial equality and economic justice.  

Killer storms roar across South 04 Apr 2008 Strong thunderstorms toppled 
trees, knocked out power and damaged homes Friday in Mississippi and 
Alabama, while flooding in Kentucky forced evacuations and left a 2-year-
old girl dead. Across Mississippi, fast-moving storms unleashed possible 
tornadoes, heavy rain and some hail.  

CLG needs your support.  
http://www.legitgov.org/#contribute  
Or, please mail a check or money order to the CLG:  
Citizens for Legitimate Government (CLG)  
P.O. Box 1142  
Bristol, CT 06011-1142  
Contributions to CLG are not tax deductible.  

[Previous lead stories:] 'To be sure, Cheney must be furious that Tehran 
torpedoed the entire US strategy for Big Oil.' Iran torpedoes US plans for 
Iraqi oil By M K Bhadrakumar 03 Apr 2008 What has happened is 
essentially that Iran has frustrated the joint US-British objective of gaining 
control of Basra, without which the strategy of establishing control over the 
fabulous oil fields of southern Iraq will not work. Control of Basra is a pre-
requisite before American oil majors make their multi-billion investments to 
kick start large-scale oil production in Iraq. Iraq's Southern Oil Company is 
headquartered in Basra. Highly strategic installations are concentrated in 
the region, such as pipeline networks, pumping stations, refineries and 
loading terminals. The American oil majors will insist on fastening these 
installations.  

Official: U.S. to send more troops to Basra 03 Apr 2008 A senior U.S. 
military official say 400 U.S. military personnel are being sent to Basra, 
Iraq, to bolster the operation there. Within 24 hours of the latest round of 
fighting in Basra, the U.S. began moving dozens of military personnel to 
the city as Iraqi forces were becoming overwhelmed, CNN has confirmed 
with the senior military official.  

Embarrassed U.S. Starts to Disown Basra Operation By Gareth Porter 31 
Mar 2008 As it became clear last week that the "Operation Knights 
Assault" in Basra was in serious trouble, the George W. Bush 
administration began to claim in off-the-record statements to journalists 
that Prime Minister Nouri al-Maliki had launched the operation without 
consulting Washington. The effort to disclaim U.S. responsibility for the 
operation is an indication that it was viewed as a major embarrassment 
just as top commander Gen. David Petraeus and Ambassador Ryan 
Crocker are about to testify before Congress.  

Please forward this newsletter to anyone you think might be interested. 
Those who'd like to be added to the list can go here: 
http://www.legitgov.org/#subscribe_clg and add your name. Those who 
wish to be removed from the list can access the same link and click 
'unsubscribe.'  
Please write to: sig...@legitgov.org for inquiries/issues/concerns with your 
subscription.  

CLG Newsletter editor: Lori Price, Manager. Copyright © 2008, Citizens 
For Legitimate Government ® All rights reserved. CLG Founder and Chair 
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