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Teen dies on Redmond wilderness school hike 

Posted: Sep 1, 2009 04:44 PM PDT  

Last Updated: Sep 2, 2009 08:02 AM PDT  

Autopsy performed, but cause of death east of Bend not yet 

revealed 

From KTVZ.COM news sources 

A 16-year-old Portland youth collapsed and died on a hike with 
Redmond-based SageWalk Wilderness School, about 70 miles 
southeast of Bend, Lake County authorities said Tuesday. 

Lake County Deputy Sheriff Chuck Pore' identified the teen who died Friday afternoon as Sergey 
Blashchishen, but told NewsChannel 21 he had yet to receive the medical examiner's findings 
on an autopsy performed Sunday in Lakeview, regarding the cause of death or other details. 

Pore' labeled as "procedural" a suspension of the school's (www.sagewalk.com) BLM permit to 
operate on public lands. 

But he confirmed that Blashchishen had reported feeling ill and collapsed a short time later. 

The teen's mother, Lyudmilla Blashchishena, told The Oregonian she was told her son vomited, 
then passed out during the hike. She said he did not suffer from any medical conditions. 

She said her son dropped out of Parkrose High School last year and had worked construction and 
lived with an uncle before asking to be palced in the SageWalk program. "He asked me to place 
him in the boot camp," she told the newspaper. "He really wanted to change his behavior. 

Here is the complete news release from the Lake County Sheriff's Office and a statement issued 
by SageWalk's executive director.  

--- 

MEDIA RELEASE  

LAKE COUNTY SHERIFF INVESTIGATION 090529 

At about 2:30pm on Friday, August 28th, 2009, members of the Lake County Sheriff's Office, the 
Deschutes County Sheriff's Office, and Law Enforcement of the Bureau of Land Management 
responded to a report of the death of a juvenile male at a wilderness camp in northern Lake 
County. According to the initial information given to the Lake County Sheriff's Office, the juvenile 
was attending the Sage Walk Wilderness Camp. The juvenile had been received at the Sage Walk 
camp facility the day before, after having passed a sports physical. At the time of the incident, 
the youth had been participating in a hike which is a part of the behavioral program of the 
wilderness camp. 

The initial report received by the Sheriff's Office was of a sick male, followed by information that 
CPR was in progress. Air Link air ambulance was requested by Deschutes County Sheriff out of 
Bend. CPR continued for approximately 45 minutes until the air ambulance arrived. 

SageWalk Website assures parents of 
prospective participants that student 

safety is top concern 
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Subsequently, the 16 year old male from Portland was declared dead at the scene. 

Due to the remoteness and inaccessibility of the northern part of Lake County, Deschutes County 
Sheriff responded and secured the scene until Lake County law enforcement arrived. 

Deputies interviewed camp counselors and other juveniles that had been on the hike. An autopsy 
was performed on the youth on Sunday, August 30th. 

Pending the results of the Sheriff's investigation, the Bureau of Land Management has suspended 
the permit for the wilderness camp to operate on BLM Land.  
 
Chuck Poré, Deputy Sheriff 

--- 

Statement from SageWalk: 

 
SageWalk Wilderness School is saddened to confirm the unfortunate death of one of our students 
on Friday, August 28th. At this time, the exact details of the incident are still being determined. 
We do know that our EMT-trained staff worked tirelessly with the student until the AirLink 
emergency helicopter arrived on the scene, at which time the student's care was turned over to 
the AirLink medics. SageWalk considers student safety our number one priority and takes this 
incident very seriously. Over the course of our 12 year history, our program has adhered to the 
highest standards of care and we currently meet or exceed all industry and state standards. We 
were the first wilderness program to be individually accredited by the Northwest Association of 
Accredited Schools, and we are licensed by the State of Oregon to work with students who are 
experiencing issues with substance abuse and are also licensed by the State of Oregon as both 
an Outdoor Youth Program and Private School. 

Due to the limited information available, HIPAA regulations, and out of respect for the student's 
family, this is all we are able to communicate at this time.  

CONTACT: 

Mike Bednarz, MS, MBA 
Executive Director 
SageWalk Wilderness School 

--- 

The state Legislature passed a new law governing wilderness schools after the September 2000 
death of a 15-year-old student with Bend-based Obsidian Trails, which later closed. 

William "Eddie" Lee of Scappoose died after an instructor held him face-down on the ground as 
punishment for an emotional outburst during a hike east of Burns. 

Early this year, the Government Accountability Office listed 10 examples of youths who died at 
wilderness schools, and thousands of reports of abuse, as Congress considered legislation to 
require federal oversight for outdoor therapy programs. 

At that time, a spokeswoman for SageWalk's parent company, Aspen Education Group, told The 
Bulletin that the bill went too far, and that schools already licensed by states and accredited by 
reputable groups should be exempt from federal regulations. 
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