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The Arguable Hypocrisies of HEAL

by Angela Smith, HEAL National Coordinator/Co-Founder

My dear friend Christopher Shaw made some interesting points in 

his recent guest article for this blog titled "Is Angela Smith A 

Hypocrite?".  And, segregated congregate care providers on the 

HEAL watch-list have e-mailed HEAL at times claiming we paint the 

industry with too broad a brush while assuming everyone is guilty 

where there are only a few bad apples.  The reality is HEAL strives 

not to be hypocritical while understanding that our work taken out of 

context may appear hypocritical on the surface or even have a touch 

of hypocrisy hidden in plain sight for the purposes of raising 

awareness.  So, for this article I'm going to provide some examples 

of how HEAL is or may appear to be hypocritical depending on 

perspective while explaining how intellectual honesty and 

information sharing can provide more complete context so there is 

understanding for the greater truth.

First, I'm not even a vegetarian right now.  I was vegan for over a 

decade.  I was vegetarian longer than that.  But, after much 

consideration of the reality of the situation and my commitment to 

bio-diversity and conservation efforts I now believe that without 

animal agriculture many species would already be extinct as a result 

of human dominance of the planet which is unlikely to change.  If a 

non-human animal has no value to humanity while also competing 

for natural resources required for humanity's survival where 

humanity is also competing then natural law suggests as the 

dominant species we'd eliminate threats to our own survival where 

they provide no benefit to said cause.  So, I'm dedicated to bio-

diversity and conservation efforts which is why I am no longer 

vegetarian.  And, I oppose factory farming and inhumane living 

conditions for animals intended for human use where otherwise 

they'd be extinct. I'd love to think it was possible that what some 

crazy woman said on television once ("All you need is sunshine and 

water to live and you don't even have to kill plants to survive") is 

true.  That woman was a raw food vegan working on not needing 
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food at all.  But, she clearly hadn't studied gardening, botany, or 

natural sciences.  Plants are ruthless and weeds kill other plants.  

Some plants are carnivorous.  So, even if you could survive on the 

diet of plants (often containing animal by-products in fertilizer), you 

wouldn't be surviving without using animals or benefiting from the 

use and sale of animal by-products.  Also, farmers who grow 

vegetables kill all sorts of "pests" like rabbits that threaten their 

crops.  When you eat a carrot then likely a rabbit who wanted it was 

killed so you could have it.  For animal rights and animal liberation 

activists, I guarantee you this paragraph alone will result in HEAL 

being called hypocrites since HEAL stands for Human Earth Animal 

Liberation.  But, realistically, HEAL abstractly believes in freedom 

balanced with responsibility and promotes the manifestation of that 

in the material world.  And, that's why we recognize the right of non-

human animals to continue to exist and be as free as possible which 

all conditions of reality as it is can considerably recognize and 

manifest at any given moment.

Now, with segregated congregate care and the behavior 

modification industry as we know it, everyone should find this funny 

including the industry.  The industry as referenced has accused 

HEAL of painting the industry with too broad a brush, being unfair in 

judgments, taking things out of context, and an unwillingness to 

consider their perspective before writing reviews or posting 

information intended to assist consumers with making more 

informed decisions about products and services where said 

products and services have been reported to us as fraudulent or 

otherwise criminal.  Now, the complaints we have having been 

harmed by segregated congregate care providers and those we 

receive from victims reporting to us about said providers involves 

the exact same or very similar complaint.  For example, Provo 

Canyon School marketing representatives e-mailed me at one point 

to thank me for sharing my story of abuse, tried to assure me that 

things had changed, and said I wasn't a proper candidate for their 

program and should've never been enrolled.  But, I responded 

saying intelligent professionals wouldn't falsely market off-label for 

more cash putting people like me in harm's way and would avoid my 

style of blowback by being honest in marketing and not housing 

victims of circumstance with actual criminals. And, given the fact 

that Westley A. Dodd, convicted child rapist and murderer executed 

in Washington State for said crimes,[1] was a student at Provo 

Canyon School, along with Paris Hilton and myself at different times 

it seems an unnecessary risk to public safety at best to have private 

prisons accepting adjudicated youth that also advertise as recovery 

centers for victims of trauma.  And, it seems to me that the industry 

is putting profits over people in a manner that creates a serious risk 

to public safety while creating a situation that exacerbates trauma 

for victims of circumstance.  
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But, the industry treats everyone enrolled like Westley A. Dodd and 

some of them like that idea more than others since they operate at 

times as labor and sex-trafficking storefronts.  So, qualified 

intelligent professionals would recognize that it is a very stupid idea 

to mix perpetrators and victims while treating them all like little 

criminals.  And, qualified intelligent professionals would recognize 

that people already diagnosed with PTSD or Traumatic Stress 

having been victims of crime would have that trauma greatly 

exacerbated and compounded by being put in an inescapable living 

situation with criminals like Westley A. Dodd. So, by pretending or 

ignoring these obvious concerns and unreasonable risks to the 

safety and well-being of others for cash, those doing so reveal 

themselves to be narcissistic sociopaths only concerned about 

money with no regard for public service and health.

See, I did it again.  I just said "the industry" instead of specifying a 

handful of bad apples.  But, the entire healthcare industry and all 

who provide residential services of any sort are not on the HEAL 

watch-list and many never contact us. Our watch-list is populated 

with programs that we've been asked to research because of 

reported concerns or complaints by consumers seeking assistance.  

And, because of the nature of the work we do and our own 

experiences with the "bad apples", we often for the sake of brevity 

just refer to it all as "the industry".  However, we do oppose 

segregated congregate care done without a valid court order 

because that violates due process.  And, for more information on 

our concerns or position, see "The TRUTH" article at 

http://www.heal-online.org/abm.htm and other pages of our 

website.

So, I only have the context I have based on what I know at any 

given moment.  Both I and HEAL welcome additional 

information and will resolve factual errors by making 

corrections when such are brought to our attention.[2]  We are 

not omnipotent and in being a platform for those with 

complaints our reporting can appear biased at times.  But, if 

you check the marketing for those populating our watch-list, 

you'll notice they don't disclose their complaint records and 

often make false claims about their services.  We at least 

provide spaces on the HEAL site for those populating our 

watch-list to have a voice.  We even post e-mail exchanges 

with their representatives in context to help them feel heard 

while reasonably explaining what we will and won't do and 

why in response to their requests.  So, we feel that's more than 

fair and how we're not hypocritical even if from some 

perspectives we paint with too broad a brush.
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Posted by HEAL at 2:36 PM
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[1] https://www.thoughtco.com/westley-allen-dodd-child-serial-killer-972687

[2] http://www.heal-online.org/requests.htm
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