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by Christopher Shaw, Guest Writer 

I am a close personal friend of Angela Smith, the co-founder of 

HEAL.  She approached me with a request to criticize the 

information page about Sacred Breath Academy at 

http://www.heal-online.org/breathless.htm.  I am choosing to go 

another direction with the article and hope she doesn't mind.  If she 

posts this, we'll know.

Angela may not be in a position to criticize anyone else regarding 

faith-based claims.  She is an ordained minister and claims to be 

ecumenical or universal in accepting all who commit to truth and 

virtue regardless of storefront or cultural influences.  I believe that 

those claims are true.  But, I also understand that many people take 

issue with those claiming faith without empirical evidence to prove 

their claims.  So, I have to wonder what the issue is that she has 

with Sacred Breath Academy and their faith-based claims.  What 

makes their faith-based claims different than her faith-based claims?

I asked Angela that question for this article.  She said, "There is a 

difference between "good faith" and "bad faith".  Even the law 

recognizes this difference and it usually boils down to whether 

someone is honest or not in their dealings and transactions.  Those 

acting in "good faith" are acting honestly and those acting in "bad 

faith" are acting dishonestly.  So, even without bringing religion or 

faith into the conversation as a theistic notion, it's important to tell 

the difference between good and bad faith regardless of storefront 

or claims."

I appreciated her candor as I usually do.  But, everyone might be 

interested to know Angela Smith used to run Beyond Business as a 

licensed business doing business as "Temple of the Goddess" 

offering tarot readings and performing gay marriage ceremonies 

before it was legally recognized.  She read runes too.  She charged 

for it.  And, she also stated explicitly that it was all for entertainment 
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purposes only.  It's up to you to decide whether or not she was 

acting in good faith.  

Of course, she discontinued "Temple of the Goddess" and her 

business doing tarot readings and then she co-founded Human 

Earth Animal Liberation (HEAL) focusing on exposing and stopping 

fraud, scams, cults, human trafficking, modern slavery, and 

institutionalized abuse.  Is it fair for her to criticize "cults" or "frauds" 

given her history of tarot card readings for cash?  She did obey the 

law.  Her business was licensed and she expressly disclosed it was 

for entertainment purposes only.  That's all legal and not fraud.  She 

also couldn't start a cult if she tried, nor would she.

The difference between Angela Smith's "Temple of the Goddess" 

and Sacred Breath Academy is that Smith's use of "Temple of the 

Goddess" was in jest because divinity knows no gender or all 

genders, you decide and that's her position.  Sometimes she's the 

only one who gets the joke.  Alas, Sacred Breath Academy appears 

to be controlling, regimented, dictatorial, and actively tries to silence 

dissent and critics.  Angela is more likely to respond with endless 

arguments citing facts ad infinitum until everyone else gives up 

unless the argument is with me.  It helps when you know someone 

well enough to effectively respond.  

With Angela, and her friend in China can confirm, she spars with 

friends to improve strategy for winning arguments using honest 

reason for the sake of greater understanding to get closer to the 

truth.  No one likes it because she's difficult to defeat whether 

playing or in a serious debate.  But, I understand a Russian 

"Reversi"/"Othello" player she played through a Microsoft game app 

one night actually posed a significant challenge where she usually 

clears the board.  She only won two of the three games, the third 

was a draw.

The truth is that HEAL doesn't offer any services nor charge for any 

services they happen to provide through their volunteer efforts 

supporting survivors, victims, and their families.  And, HEAL isn't 

faith-based, cites sources, and is willing to correct factual errors.  

Angela Smith might be faith-based, but, her arguments are mostly 

empirical with some experiential or anecdotal supports.

From what I gather, Sacred Breath Academy makes a lot of claims 

about health benefits while holding no professional licenses to offer 

health-related services.  They use faith-based language, but, are not 

a registered church, religious organization, or even non-profit.  They 

charge $62.50/hour per person and the minimum session is over 3 

1/2 hours.  Smith charged $15 for a 30 minute tarot reading when 

operating "Temple of the Goddess".  Now, I ask you, "Is Angela 

Smith A Hypocrite"?  
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HEAL is an egalitarian network of activists 
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change, and make the world a better place 
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organizations that put compassion in action!
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Posted by HEAL at 5:09 AM

Newer Post Older Post

[For the purposes of this article and any response to the title 

question for further articles where any responses to that question 

might be used, e-mail me at california@heal-online.org.  The 

California HEAL chapter is not active.  Angela's been kind enough to 

assign me that e-mail address for purposes of investigative reporting 

for guest blog articles like this one.]
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